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CENTRAL  TURKEY. 

A  MEMORIAL  MELODY. 

BY  MRS.    H.  WEST-ASADOORIAN. 
"  These  stones  shall  be  for  a  memorial  unto  the  children  of  Israel  lores' QY.'"—Jos/iua. 

Twelve  priests  in  their  long  robes  bearing  the  ark  stand  "  firm  on  dry 
ground  in  the  midst  of  Jordan  until  all  the  people  weie  passed  clean  over 
Jordan." 

•  Ere  the  waters  cover  the  ground  and  time  flows  on  effacing  from  memory 
the  great  wonders  wrought  by  the  hand  of  God,  each  priest  returns  and  car- 
ries reverently  from  that  river  bed  a  stone  to  set  up  for  a  memorial  in 
Jordan  valley.  The  Divine  command  was,  Remember  all  the  way  which 
the  Lord  thy  God  hath  led  thee." 

Throughout  Turkey  to-day  are  found  many  heaps  of  stones  that  God  has 
preserved  for  his  children  to  look  at,  that  they  may  not  forget  his  guiding 
hand  through  all  history,  and  that  they  may  remember  he  "  is  the  same 
yesterday,  to-day  and  forever." 

Northwest  of  Jordan,  on  the  shore  of  the  Mediterranean,  are  heaps  of 
stones  that  mark  the  site  of  ancient  Seleucia,  the  seaport  of  Antioch,  where 
the  believers  were  first  called  Christians.  Silence  reigns  where  once  was 
great  traffic.  Mt.  Casius  stands  the  same,  and  the  rich  green  plain  at  its 
base  through  which  the  sparkling  waters  of  the  winding  Orontes  find  their 
way  to  the  sea.  Here  the  Mediterranean,  vying  with  the  deep  blue  of  the 
Oriental  sky,  with  ceaseless  roar  continues  to  wash  against  these  ancient 
piers  wiience  the  first  and  greatest  missionary  set  sail  to  preach  Christ  to  the 
other  countries  that  knew  him  not. 

It  is  easy  to  see  Paul  standing  there,  his  dress,  his  manner,  his  keen  in- 
tellect manifesting  the  strong  faith  and  courage  that  set  in  motion  the  great 
work  of  converting  the  world  to  Christ.  There  is  a  small  delegation 
standing  beside  him,  representing  the  first  missionary  society,  to  wish  him 
Godspeed,  and  clasping  hands  in  prayer  and  song,  words  are  uttered  by 
that  apostle  wiiich,  like  those  ceaseless  waves,  have  rolled  on  through  nine- 
teen centuries,  and  reiterated  at  the  council  of  tiiousands  of  modern  apostles 
clasping  hands  in  one  great  circle  singing  "The  whole  wide  world  for 
Jesus." 

The  wonderful  story  of  "  Ben  Hur  "  has  touched  the  many  ruins  at  An- 
tioch, recalling  the  city  in  all  its  ancient  splendor;  and  the  wonderful  natural 
charms  of  Daphne,  with  mountain  torrents  pouring  from  the  rocky  heights, 
proclaims  to  every  crumbling  ruin,  "  The  wages  of  sin  is  death." 
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CITY  OF  BIRIJIK  OS  THE   RI\'ER  EUPHRATES. 

In  taking  the  two  days'  journey  from  the  coast  across  the  Celician  plain, 
that  was  once  the  granary  of  the  world,  the  traveler  crosses  Roman  bridges, 
rides  over  remains  of  Roman  roads,  meets  moss-grown  aqueducts,  and  piles 
of  brick  and  stones  telling  of  cities  that  dotted  the  plain,  but  now  even  their 
names  are  unknown. 

At  the  downfall  of  that  great  empire  tlie  country  lost  nothing  of  all  its 
fertility,  mineral  wealtli  and  natural  resources.  Nature  lives  on.  The  lark 
has  continued  to  soar  each  early  morning  for  an  outlook,  and  descended 
with  the  same  refrain  in  its  native  tongue,  "  Waiting,  waiting."  And 
during  the  last  centurv,  in  which  the  world  has  been  waking  up  to  missions, 
the  nightingale  has  caroled  every  morning  and  evening,  "  Coming,  coming, 
coming." 

Following  the  caravan  (the  only  mode  of  travel  inland)  to  the  Euphrates 
River,  seven  or  eight  days'  journey  from  the  sea,  a  country  is  crossed  marked 
by  many  events  in  history.  The  murky  waters  of  the  river  majestically 
sweep  on,  as  a  great  flood,  in  the  same  channel  God  marked  out  for  it  when 
he  sent  it  at  the  creation  from  the  Garden  of  Eden.  Its  anthem  of  many 
voices  tells  of  a  fair  land,  the  victim  of  conflicting  nations  eager  for  con- 
quest since  the  beginning  of  time. 

It  is  picturesque  to  see  the  large  shovel-shaped  ferrvboat  which  nears 
the  shore  with  a  scoop  to  take  in  the  camels,  donkeys,  horses,  siieep,  goats, 
men  and  women  waiting  there.  One  feels  as  though  taking  a  ride  in  a  part 
of  the  ark  of  Noah,  floated  down  from  Ararat,  and  wonders  how  Abraham 
and  Sarah  with  all  their  household,  also  Jacob  on  his  lonelv  march  back  to 
the  land  of  his  fathers,  crossed  the  great  flood.  One  is  left  to  wonder  still 
more  in  passing  the  natives  on  their  rafts  buoved  up  b\'  bladders  filled 
with  air,  and  single  individuals  swimming  across  the  river  with  bulky  goat 
skins  filled  with  air  under  each  arm,  their  clothes  in  a  dry  bundle  tied  to 
the  top  of  the  head. 
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Two  days'  journey  nortlieast  from 
this  ferry  at  Birljik  brings  one  to  the 
birthplace  of  Abraham, — Ur  of  the 
Chaldees,  or  Oorfa.  This  city,  known 
also  as  Edessa,  is  a  place  of  historic 
Interest,  and  was  a  great  center  of 
learning  in  the  early  days  of  Chris- 
tianity. Massive  towers  of  two  of  its 
schools  are  still  standing,  and  at  one 
time  Edessa  supported  fifty-five  church- 
es within  its  city  limits.  The  his- 
torian of  that  day  tells  us  "it  surpassed 
in  magnificence  the  proudest  cities  of 
Asia."  Tradition  says  that  Thaddeus 
was  their  first  teacher,  and  excavations 
show  us  the  coins  of  Abgar  that  were 
first  to  bear  the  sign  of  the  cross  in 
place  of  the  symbols  of  Baal  worship. 
The  Armenians  have  the  honor  of  being 
the  first  Christian  nation.  Edessa  be- 
came the  bulwark  of  the  Christian 
kingdom  in  the  time  of  the  Crusades. 
Its  importance  is  understood  from  the 
fact  that  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
second  Crusade  was  the  fall  of  Edessa. 

As  one  approaches  by  the  Aleppo 
road,  the  battered,  ancient  walls  of  the 
city,  with  its  citadel,  are  an  attractive 
feature.  Two  great  pillars,  about 
tvventv-five  feet  in  circumference,  all 
that  remain  of  a  magnificent  colonnade, 
stand  like  two  sentinels  overlooking  the 
city.  Below  the  citadel  is  a  holy  shrine 
the  Turks  call  the  place  where  Abra- 
ham, the  friend  of  God,  was  born. 
Thev  have  lowered  the  high-arched 
entrance  to  this  shrine,  that  the  infidel 
Christian,  who  may  not  have  the  spirit 
of  worship,  shall  still  bow  the  head  in 
entering,   in  reverence  to  the  great 
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patriarch.  It  is  a  touching  sight  to  see  the  pilgrims,  the  sick,  the  afflicted 
that  come  here,  many  from  afar,  for  worship,  believing  in  the  cool  waters 
to  restore  and  bless  them.  Near  by  lies  the  beautiful  emerald  green  pool 
of  water  called  Abraham's  j^ool,  with  its  interesting  legend. 

The  charred  walls  of  the  Armenian  church  in  Oorfa  stand  as  a  memorial  of 
recent  times,  telling  how  the  children  of  God,  for  Christ's  sake,  passed 
through  rivers  of  fire  and  flood.  For  it  was  in  this  church,  in  Christmas  week, 
1895,  that  three  thousand  innocent  men,  women  and  children  were  burned 
alive.  Earth  seemed  shut  off  from  heaven  by  the  heavy  dark  cloud  that 
shrouded  the  eight  thousand  dead  bodies  that  lay  in  the  city. 

This  oldest  of  Christian  nations  has  met  days  of  persecution  all  through 
its  history,  but  with  the  faith  of  Abraham  has  not  wavered,  and  has  re- 
peatedly rejoiced  in  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  becoming  the  seed  of  the 
church.  The  brilliancv  of  the  crowns  of  the  new  host  of  martyrs  in  heaven 
now  flashes  beams  of  light  through  the  tears  of  those  left  on  earth,  and  a  rain- 
bow is  formed  upon  this  memorial  churcli,  reiterating  the  precious  promises 
of  God. 

The  greatest  tribute  we  Christians  can  pay  the  dead  is  to  sustain  the 
mission  work  that  bears  this  seal  of  the  blood  of  the  martyrs,  and  the  orphan- 
ages of  their  helpless  little  ones.  If  those  thousands,  with  less  privileges 
than  we,  sacrificed  all  for  Christ,  how  mucli  behooves  us,  surrounded  by 
innumerable  blessings  in  tiiis  fair  and  free  land  of  ours.  Inasmucli  as  ve 
have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
mc." 

Centerville,  Dakota. 


BIBLE  WOMEN  IN  OORFA. 

BY  MISS  MYRA  A.  PROCTOR. 

Of  all  missionary  agencies  the  Bible  woman  seems  to  attract  the  least 
attention,  and  to  awaken  tlie  least  opposition  ;  yet  her  work  is  apt  to  be 
very  fruitful  in  spiritual  results.  In  her  case  the  three  elements  of  force 
are  the  power  of  the  Word,  the  power  of  Christian  experience  and  the 
power  of  prayer. 

The  first  has  been  most  impressively  illustrated  in  Mrs.  Peck's  article. 
Power  of  the  Word  in  China,"  in  Life  and  Light  for  April.  Incidents 
of  the  same  nature  could  be  freely  produced  from  other  lands.     But,  in 
Turkev,  for  the  last  five  vears,  the  power  of  the  Word  to  comfort  and  sus- 
tain has  been  made  prominent. 

At  the  time  of  the  massacres  in  1895,  thousands  of  women  were  left  in 


BlBi-E   WOMEN   IX  OOHFA. 


297 


their  bare,  pillaged  hoiiies,  bereft  of  all  their  male  relatives  over  fifteen  years 
of  age,  with  absolutely  nothing  to  do  but  to  weep  over  their  sorrows.  Said 
one  :  When  my  husband  and  sons  and  son-in-law  were  killed,  1  wanted  to 
die,  too.  I  almost  felt  that  I  could  not  pray  to  God.  But  this  woman 
(that  is,  the  Bible  woman)  came  and  said,  '  Learn  to  read  God's  Word.' 
So  I  did,  and  now  I  am  comforted.  The  fire  has  gone  out  of  my  heart,  and 
I  wish  to  live  that  I  may  help  my  daughter,  whose  burden  is  very  heavy." 
'i'his  daughter  was  left  a  widow,  with  five  small  children,  and  nothing  for 
their  support  save  what  her  own  liands  could  earn. 

Seeing  the  dire  straits  into  which  these  poor  souls  were  cast,  Miss  Shat- 
tuck  and  ^Sliss  Chambers  organized  Bible  work  for  them  in  Oorfa  on  a  large 
scale.  The  year  succeeding  the  massacres  (1S96)  eighteen  Bible  women 
were  emploved.  Of  these,  fourteen  gave  lessons  in  reading  to  nearly  five 
hundred  pupils.  The  next  year  twenty  were  employed,  fifteen  of  whom 
taught  680  pupils.  Each  pupil  paid  two  cents  a  week  toward  her  teacher's 
salary  ;  nnd  as  the  teachers  worked  for  forty  piasters  (or  about  one  dollar 
and  seventy-five  cents)  a  month,  the  work  was  nearly  self-supporting.  Aliss 
Ciiambeis  spent  Thursdays  in  visiting  these  pupils,  going  in  turn  with  the 
different  teachers. 

She  found  one  woman  with  a  sick  child  in  her  arms  caring  for  anotlier 
on  the  bed  beside  her,  and  trying  at  the  same  time  to  learn  her  primer  les- 
son. She  says,  "  It  seemed  to  me  learning  a  lesson  under  great  diffi- 
culties ;   but  she  learned  it,  and  recited  it  niceh  ." 

In  another  room  the  reader  was  a  woman  with  five  children,  who  supports 
her  family  by  sewing.  Her  little  girl,  wlio  goes  to  school,  helps  her  mother 
learn  her  lesson  at  night,  and  sometimes  says,  Mother,  I  have  to  tell  you 
so  many  times,  and  then  you  can't  say  it." 

In  many  houses  the  mother  and  daughters  and  daughters-in-law  were  all 
studying  the  same  lesson,  the  young  people  helping  and  encouraging  the 
mother.  In  one  home  Miss  Chambers  found  two  who  had  advanced  to 
reading  the  Testament,  and  after  their  own  lessons  were  finished  they 
proudly  brought  forward  three  others,  and  said,  "  These  are  our  pupils." 
Miss  Chambers  asked  if  thev  took  pav  for  them,  and  thev  answered,  "No; 
they  have  no  money  to  give,  but  they  care  for  our  children  while  we  learn 
our  lessons."  She  found  woinen,  formerly  in  very  comfortable  circum- 
stances, who  had  now  become  the  poorest  of  the  poor  ;  but  they  praised 
the  Lord  tliat  he  had  thus  given  them  a  better  knowledge  of  himself. 

About  the  end  of  the  year  an  examination  of  the  more  advanced 
pupils  was  held,  and  from  the  fifty  or  sixtv  who  came,  eighteen  were 
selected  who  did  not  need  further  help  from  the  teachers.     These  "  gradu- 
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ates  "  were  formed  into  a  class  to  meet  with  Miss  Chambers  once  a  week 
for  the  study  of  Matthew.  They  were  faitiiful  in  reading  the  passage 
beforehand,  and  wxre  usually  able  to  tell  the  story  of  the  lesson  in  their  own 
words.     They  also  committed  short  texts  to  memory. 

Similar  examinations  were  held  from  time  to  time,  and  those  who  could 
read  well  and  find  proof  texts  readily  were  transferred  to  Miss  Cliambers' 
class,  thus  lightening  the  labors  of  the  Bible  women  and  giving  an  oppor- 
tunity for  new  pupils. 

On  Sunday  afternoons  the  twenty  Bible  women  met  with  Miss  Shattuck 
for  the  study  of  Ephesians,  in  which  she  says,  "  We  haye  sat  together  in 
heayenly  places  in  Christ  Jesus,  and  their  f;ices  shine  with  the  glory  now 
reyealed." 

An  unexpected  phase  of  the  work  was  the  request  of  a  ]Moslem  for  the 
loan  of  an  Arabo-Turkisli  Testament.  I  am  intent,"  he  said  to  the  Bible 
w^oman,  "  upon  examining  your  book  to  know  what  accounts  for  your 
people's  patience  under  this  tliat  has  come  upon  them."  When  the  book 
was  wanted  agfain,  he  said  :  "  Let  me  have  it  a  little  lonsfer.  I  besfin  to  see 
the  reason.  Your  prophet  was  of  that  same  spirit ;  hence  his  people  natu- 
rally would  be." 

In  the  work  of  a  Bible  woman  the  power  of  a  deep  Christian  experience  is 
incalculable.  Most  of  the  Bible  women  of  Oorfa  have  come  out  of  great 
tribulation.  All  but  two  of  them  are  widows,  most  of  them  having  lost  their 
husbands  and  other  male  relatives  in  the  massacre.  Some  of  them  .were 
themselves  wounded,  and  are  unable  to  earn  tlieir  living  by  manual  labor. 
One  whose  face  is  so  peaceful  and  even  joyous  that  a  stranger  could  hardly 
believe  her  to  be  one  of  the  sufferers,  had  cared  day  and  night  for  seven  years 
for  a  paralyzed  husband,  meanwhile  earning  their  daily  bread;  then  after  he 
had  passed  away,  she  had  seen  her  only  son  hacked  to  pieces,  and  had  stood 
by  and  exhorted  him  not  to  deny  his  Lord  to  save  his  life.  No  case  could  be 
found  so  desperate  that  such  a  Bible  w^oman  could  not  say,  "My  sister,  I 
have  been  through  it  all,  and  my  Lord  has  upheld  and  comforted  me." 

The  same  power  of  Christian  experience  was  manifest  in  a  different  way 
before  these  terrible  days  of  bloodshed. 

Sadie,  Bible  woman  in  Adiaman  from  1879  to  1890,  and  Sara  of  Kessab, 
for  sixteen  years  teacher  and  Bible  woman,  often  in  lonely  mountain  villages 
where  many  a  young  woman  would  be  unwilling  to  remain,  had  boi.i  borne 
the  yoke  of  sorrow  and  adversity,  and  having  in  it  all  drawn  near  to  God, 
they  could  say  with  Paul,  "  Blessed  be  God,  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  comfort :  who  com- 
forteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation,  that  we  may  be  able  to  comfort  them  which 
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are  in  any  trouble,  b}-  the  comfort  wherewith  we  ourselves  are  comforted  of 
God.  For  as  the  suflerings  of  Christ  abound  in  us,  so  our  consolation 
aboundeth  by  Christ"  (2  Cor.  i.  3-5).  Their  quiet,  unobtrusive  lives  were 
blessed  to  the  spiritual  good  ot  many,  and  their  early  death  was  deeply 
mourned. 

In  one  of  the  streets  of  Oorfa  where  the  Bible  women  had  many  pupils, 
thirty-six  men  had  been  killed.  It  is  not  strange  that  some  sad  hearts  were 
filled  with  bitterness  and  rebellion.  For  these  there  seemed  to  be  no  remedy 
but  to  pray.  Miss  Shattuck  observed  that  the  Gregorian  women  were  in  the 
habit  of  going  to  the  graveyard  surrounding  their  cliurch  everv  Saturday, 
and  of  spending  hours  there  in  weeping.  She  suggested  that  they  hold  a 
prayer  meeting  instead,  and  they  accepted  the  suggestion.  On  Thursday 
mornings  and  Saturday  afternoons  the  four  or  five  Bible  women  who  did  not 
give  lessons  in  reading,  held  meetings  from  house  to  house  in  different  wards 
of  the  city,  and  these  meetings  were  crowded  with  interested  listeners,  many 
of  whom  soon  bore  their  part  in  testimony,  prayer  and  praise.  Other  days 
in  the  week  these  same  Bible  women  gave  their  time  to  visiting  the  sick,  the 
aged  and  the  blind,  reading  the  Bible  and  praying  with  tliem. 

After  a  time  it  was  observed  that  the  long  trench  in  the  Armenian  church- 
yard into  which  the  charred  remains  of  many  of  the  burned  ones  were  thrown 
and  buried,  had  been  transformed  by  the  school-children  into  a  bright  and 
blooming  flower  bed, — type  and  symbol  of  the  new  life  that  has  come  to 
many  a  crushed  and  bleeding  soul. 

Of  these  Miss  Shattuck  says:  "  Our  people  who  remain  are  not  the  same. 
They  seem  softened  and  purified  by  tlie  afflictions  suffered.  Yet  we  do  see 
the  suffering  in  the  faces  of  many,  especially  of  the  widows  and  aged 
mothers,  but  there  is  a  beauty  of  soul  in  their  faces  which  comes  only  from 
communion  with  God." 

To  this  height  thev  were  led  largely  through  the  teachings,  the  example 
and  the  prayers  of  the  faithful  Bible  women. 


EASTERN  TURKEY. 
THE  BIBLE  WOMAN. 

BY   MRS.  S.  A.  WHEELER. 

Among  our  n^ost  useful  lielpers  in  Armenia  is  the  Bible  woman.  She 
fills  a  place  that  no  one  else  can.  She  goes  into  the  homes  with  God's 
Word  in  her  hands.  The  very  fact  that  she  can  read  it  gives  her  a  position 
at  once,  disarms  prejudice,  and  opens  the  way  to  the  hearts  of  the  poor 
women  who  all  their  lives  have  been  taught  that  they  cannot,  yea  must  not, 
read  the  Bible. 
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They  may  kiss  the  covers  of  the  sacred  word  ;  they  honor  and  reverence 
it,  but  are  not  worthy  to  read  it.  Did  not  man  fall  through  disobedience, 
and  does  not  the  curse  rest  upon  her  ?  The  Bible  woman  is  the  one  to 
remove  this  hindrance  that  leaves  woman  ignorant  of  the  only  means  that 
will  lift  her  up  to  fill  the  place  God  has  given  her.  She  must  carry  the 
Bible  to  the  homes.  It  is  seldom  that  she  is  not  welcomed.  The  cushion 
will  be  brouo-ht  out  for  her,  and  she  will  be  invited  to  sit  near  the  busy 
housewife,  who  will  go  on  twirling  her  spindle,  or  turning  her  wheel,  or 


WOMEN  SPINNING. 


"Shall  I  read  to  you  from  this  holy  book  the  story  of  our  blessed  Lord?"^ 
says  the  Bible  woman.  She  reads  of  a  busy  Saviour,  who  was  often  tiied 
and  weary,  forgiving  sin,  healing  the  sick,  comforting  the  widow  and  bless- 
ing little  children. 

The  great  brown  eyes  of  her  listener  grow  larger  and  brighter,  till,  with 
trembling  voice,  she  asks:  "How  did  you  learn  to  read  this  holy  book  ? 
You  are  a  woman  !  I  have  always  been  taught  that  woman  should  not  read 
the  Bible." 

In  gentle,  sweet  tones  the  Bible  woman  tells  her  listening  sistsr  that  she^ 
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too,  "  once  thought  it  wrong  and  very  immodest  for  a  woman  to  read,  hut 
God  sent  me  a  teaclier  who  showed  me  I  was  all  wrong  ;  that  it  was  my 
duty  and  privilege  to  read  the  Bible,  if  I  would  love  and  obey  him  ;  and 
now  I  have  come  to  teach  you." 

"  It  is  impossible  for  nie  to  learn  to  read,"  she  replies. 

"Your  husband  is  willing  you  should  learn  ;  he  has  asked  me  to  give  you 
lessons;"  says  the  Bible  woman. 

"It  is  true  ;  he  is  willing,  and  brought  me  home  a  primer,  wdiich  I  have 
hidden  in  the  lowest  corner  of  my  great  box,  and  I  keep  my  key  round  my 
neck,  lest  my  mother-in-law  find  out  that  her  son  brought  me  the  book. 
She  would  be  very  angry  with  me,  and  it  would  grieve  my  own  fother  and 
mother,  who  would  feel  I  had  disgraced  them  all.  O  my  sister!  I  can 
never  read  the  Bible,  but  I  hope  the  day  will  come  when  my  baby  girl  will 
read  it." 

Yet  this  woman  afterward  became  a  leader  in  one  of  the  strongest 
churches  on  Harpoot  plain.  She  is  the  pastor's  strong  and  reliable  iielper. 
Come  into  the  crowded  women's  meeting.  See  the  upturned  faces  and 
moist  eves  as  they  listen  to  the  words  that  she  reads,  or  to  her  earnest  in- 
vitation for  all  to  heed  these  words  of  Jesus  when  he  was  here  on  earth. 
Do  you  wonder  that  it  became  the  desire  of  all  the  young  women  to  read 
And  not  a  few  of  those  who  had  passed  middle  life  learned  the  aip,  pen^ 
khn^  and  after  years  of  toil  and  struggle  read  God's  word  from  their  own 
Bibles. 

Let  us  look  in  on  Mariam's  work  in  a  poor  peasant  village.  Tiie  husband 
is  an  invalid.  She  rises  early  to  prepare  his  food  and  make  him  comforta- 
ble for  the  day.  At  ten  o'clock,  when  the  smoke  has  lifted  in  the  homes, 
she  takes  her  Bible  and  little  girl,  of  less  than  a  year,  and  goes  to  the  homes 
of  her  twenty-five  pupils.  She  has  invited  the  missionary  from  the  citv  to 
spend  a  day  in  the  village  and  go  with  her  to  the  homes  of  her  pupils.  It 
was  a  privilege  to  go  with  her  to  these  poor  people  and  encourage  the 
women,  who,  with  few  luxuries,  were  willing  to  lav  aside  their  spinning, 
weaving  or  cotton  cleaning  to  take  the  dailv  lesson.  Some  were  just  begin- 
ning, and  needed  much  encouragement;  others  were  reading  in  the  Acts, 
and  one  in  Romans.  "  Come  in  here,  Hannum,  and  see  Shushan  ;  she  is 
my  briglitest  pupil.  She  has  four  little  ones  to  care  for,  and  is  poor,  but 
her  lesson  is  always  learned.  Her  husband  is  proud  of  her,  but  he  will  not 
read;  perhaps  you  can  persuade  him  to  begin."  After  Shushan  had  read 
in  the  Acts,  and  we  had  talked  over  the  lesson,  she  asked  me  to  pray.  I 
turned  to  her  husband  and  said, — 

"  Hohannes,  brother,  can  vou  read  God's  Word?" 
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"  No  ;  I  have  no  time  to  read  ;  I  have  to  work  for  food  for  my  hungry 
children.     Shushan  can  read  while  she  holds  the  baby,  but  1  must  work  " 

"  But  the  Bible  is  God's  letter  to  teach  you  your  duty;  you  need  to  read 
it  as  well  as  Shushan.  Shall  I  ask  God  to  take  away  some  of  your  children, 
so  you  will  have  time  to  obey  him?  " 

"  No,  no,  Hannum  ;  I  love  my  children." 

The  wheel  which  he  was  turning  stopped,  and  Hohannes  joined  in  the 
praver  that  lie  might  be  guided  what  to  do.  Soon  in  that  village  a  church 
was  planted,  and  we  hope  Holiannes  and  Shushan  were  among  the  faithful 
ones  who  helped  on  the  Lord's  work. 

As  we  drew  near  one  home  we  heard  loud  sounds  and  angry  words. 
"  Here  we  have  a  quarrel,"  said  the  Bible  woman.  "  The  youngest  brother 
has  brought  home  a  bride,  and  she  can  read  a  little  ;  tlie  oldest  brother  has 
promised  that  the  bride,  Markareed,  shall  take  lessons  from  the  Bible 
woman,  but  his  wife,  who  is  now  the  head  of  this  household,  declares  she 
will  hav^e  no  lazy  readers  in  the  family.  The  Bible  w^oman  is  no  stranger 
here,  for  she  has  been  an  angel  of  mercy  while  one  of  this  woman's  sons 
has  been  ill,  and  the  mother  will  not  forget  her  kindness.  A  few  sweet, 
kind  words  are  like  oil  on  the  turbulent  waters.  We  see  a  softening  look 
come  over  the  face  of  the  angry  woman,  and  she  herself  bids  Markareed 
bring  the  primer  and  take  a  lesson  from  the  Bible  woman.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  better  things  in  that  home.  The  Bible  woman  was  the  trusted 
friend,  the  adviser,  the  comforter  and  peacemaker. 

All  day  long  she  carried  her  baby  and  helped  these  poor  women,  and 
even  the  men,  up  to  a  better  and  higher  life.  "The  entrance  of  thy  word 
giveth  light"  was  just  as  true  in  this  peasant  village  as  it  was  when  the 
inspired  psalmist  wrote  it  down. 

With  a  sketch  of  our  heroine  Badashan,  of  Haboosi,  we  must  stop. 
Left  a  widow  at  the  death  of  the  pastor,  she  more  than  filled  his  place,  if  we 
are  to  believe  what  her  own  people  say  of  her.  During  the  massacres  the 
village  suffered  severely.  Badashan  was  stripped  of  her  clothing,  left  bare- 
footed, with  only  a  thin  under-garment  to  slielter  her  from  the  cold  Novem- 
ber rains.  She  never  gave  up  hope,  but  fleeing  to  the  fields  she  hid  herself 
during  the  day,  and  at  night  traveled  towards  Harpoot,  which  she  reached 
after  five  days,  living  on  the  winter  wheat,  which  was  just  beginning  to 
sprout.  She  had  a  son  in  Euphrates  College,  but  she  did  not  know  whether 
he  was  living  or  dead.  The  son  heard  of  the  fate  of  Haboosi,  but  could  not 
go  to  seek  his  mother,  as  he  would  surely  be  shot  dowMi.  One  day  he  heard 
his  half- naked  mother  was  nearing  the  city.  He  hastened  to  greet  her,  and 
taking  off  his  coat,  threw  it  about  her  cold,  shivering  form.    The  kindest 
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welcome  awaited  her,  and  friends  soon  made  her  comfortable.  When  the 
danger  had  subsided  she  said,  "  I  must  go  back  to  my  stricken  people,"  and 
she  left  the  comforts  provided  for  her  in  a  kind  home  near  her  son  and  went 
back  to  the  desolate  villagers,  among  whom  she  labored  till  the  Master 
called  her  to  the  home  prepared  for  her  in  his  Father's  mansion.  When  siie 
knew  she  must  die  she  called  her  people  about  lier  and  gave  them  her  loving 
good-by  ;  then  praying  for  them,  and  for  her  son  who  was  far  away  from 
her,  she  closed  her  eyes  on  a  sad  world,  to  open  them  in  glory  unspeakable. 

We  do  not  wonder  that  the  whole  village  felt  bereaved,  and  mourned  for 
her  as  for  a  beloved  mother. 


WHAT   I   SEE   IN  HABOOSIE. 

(A  village  four  hours  east  of  Harpoot.) 
BY  MISS  C.   E.  BUSH. 

A  ROOM  with  earth  floor,  one  end  of  which  is  spread  with  mats  and 
cushions.  It  has  a  stove  which  tries  our  patience  to  the  utmost ;  but  that  is 
mostly  the  fault  of  the  wet  wood,  which  will  not  burn  when  we  are  in  a 
great  hurry,  and  will  burn  when  we  have  no  need  for  it.  There  are  three 
windows,  over  whose  frames  are  pasted  old  newspapers  instead  of  glass, 
and  of  course  the  room  is  not  brilliantly  light.  In  the  earlv  morning, 
when  the  fire  is  lighted  in  the  hole  in  the  floor  in  the  next  room  and  the 
smoke  pours  into  ours,  I  go  out  onto  the  roof  to  walk.  Here  we  sleep  and 
cook  and  eat  and  receive  our  guests,  for  the  few  days  of  our  stay,  and  our 
huge,  leather  saddle-bags  occupy  the  opposite  end  of  the  room  from  where 
I  now  sit. 

From  the  roof  I  see  the  glorious  peaks  of  the  Anti-Taurus  on  the  north, 
from  a  deep  gorge  in  which  flows  out  "that  old  river"  the  Euphrates. 
To  the  south  rise  the  snowy  Taurus  Mountains,  and  below  me  are  tlie  fields, 
already  green  with  wheat,  and  ploughing  and  sowing  going  on  on  every 
hand  ;  for  spring  seems  really  to  be  here  even  in  February  ! 

To-night  I  was  quietly  eating  my  dinner,  when  there  was  a  furious  up- 
roar in  the  street  by  the  fountain.  Two  huge,  black  buffaloes  were  in  a 
fight,  and  men  had  run  for  ropes  and  were  dragging  them  away  from  each 
other  by  their  hind  legs,  lest  tliey  should  kill  each  otlier.  Then,  too,  the 
master  of  each  was  afraid  that  his  buffalo  might  be  defeated  and  run  away, 
and  then  the  owner  of  the  other  would  glory  over  him  ! 

I  see  by  this  fountain  the  village  maidens,  with  their  earthen  jars  on 
their  shoulders,  standing  for  a  bit  of  a  gossip,  and  tlie  women  beating  the 
clothes  they  have  washed  on  a  flat  stone. 
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On  the  site  of  the  cliapel  burned  during  the  massacres  the  people  last 
year  commenced  to  rebuild,  but  jealous  Gregorians  betrayed  them  to  the 
local  government,  and  the  work  was  stopped.  Then  came  a  flood  and  car- 
ried sun-dried  bricks  and  timber  away.  But  the  people  will  seek  to  finish 
the  building  next  summer.  They  are  poor  to  the  last  degree,  and  to-day 
the  tax-gatherers  are  in  the  village  seeking  to  appropriate  all  they  can  find. 

Yughaper  is  a  bride,  and  she  has  gone  right  into  church  work  without 
any  Oriental  scruples  as  to  the  propriety  of  a  bride's  appearing  with  her 
month  uncovered,  or  speaking  and  singing  before  others.  She  is  a  gift  of 
God  to  these  Haboosie  women, — a  true  Oil-Bringer,  as  her  name  is,  trans- 
lated into  English,  and  in  great  measure  takes  the  place  of  our  dear, 
good  Badashan,  the  Bible-woman  wdio  died  suddenly  last  summer,  after 
many  years  of  service.  She  leads  the  women's  meeting  on  Wednesday  and 
another  on  the  Sabbath,  and  has  a  separate  service  for  women  and  girls  in 
a  house  near  the  chapel  on  Sabbatli  noon,  while  the  preaching  service  is 
going  on,  because  the  little  room  will  not  hold  all. 

I  led  this  last  meeting  yesterday,  and  was  much  pleased  to  see  how  many 
young  girls  took  part  in  prayer  and  to  hear  the  intelligent  questions  they 
asked  me.  Yughaper  also  has  a  large  company  of  women  in  a  Sabbath- 
school  class,  and  as  I  took  part  of  it  vesterday,  I  was  pleased  to  see  how 
bright  and  interested  they  and  the  girls  were.  One  blind  girl,  named 
Sultan,  was  ready  with  an  answer  to  every  question.  What  a  worker  for 
souls  dear  Sultan  is,  and  so  sweet  and  cheerful. 

I  see  here,  too,  a  little  school  of  boys  and  girls  taught  by  a  Gregorian 
in  his  own  house.  His  wife  sits  and  spins  near  by,  her  large-print  Testa- 
ment by  her  side.  They  are  botli  very  near  the  Kingdom,  if  not  in  it. 
This  teacher  assists  in  the  Gregorian  church  service  and  preaclies  to  the 
people  on  Sabbath  noon.  It  is  the  only  place  I  know  of  where  Gregorians 
have  a  service  at  noon,  and  that  for  preaching. 

The  mud  in  these  streets  on  such  a  rainy  day  as  this  has  been  is  something 
dreadful,  but  I  have  been  paddling  about  in  it  all  day,  going  from  house  to 
house,  meeting  with  a  warm  welcome  everywhere.  I  could  not  stop  and 
come  back  to  our  room  at  noon  for  even  a  little  lunch,  so  much  work  kept 
coming  up.  At  every  house  I  read  tlie  Bible  and  explain  it,  and  ask 
people  questions  as  to  their  own  religious  state  and  life,  and  seek  to  com- 
fort and  encourage  all. 

I  see  here  spiritual  life,  love,  harmony,  and  hope  for  tlie  future,  in  spite 
of  poverty,  sickness  and  sorrow.  The  Lord  is  in  this  place,  and  we  feel 
liis  presence;  men  and  women  are  learning  of  him,  and  we  are  better  for 
knowing  and  loving  them. 


To  give  light/  to  them  tbat  sit  In  darKi7ess 

CHRISTIAN    ENDEAVORING    IN    JAPAN.— A    SUNDAY  IN 

KYOTO.  ^ 


BY  MRS.   F.    E.  CLARK. 

Let  me  tell  you  if  I  can  what  I  saw  one  Sunday  in  Kyoto,  and  perhaps 
that  will  do  as  a  sample  of  the  davs  we  spent  in  that  interesting  city  of 
temples. 

At  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  then, — for  we  must  not  be  any  later  than 
that  if  we  want  to  see  half  that  is  to  be  seen, — I  started  out  with  Mrs.  Gary  to 
see  what  I  could  see.  A  fifteen  minutes'  walk  took  us  to  a  little  Japanese 
house,  somewhat  out  of  the  citv  in  a  corner  where  four  wavs  met,  where 
crowds  were  always  going  by,  and  where  business  was  going  on  just  the 
same  on  Sunday  as  on  Monday.  Sitting  down  on  the  doorstep  we  took  off 
our  shoes,  and  stepped  into  a  small  room  with  soft  white  matting  on  the 
floor  and  no  furniture  but  a  screen  and  a  vase  of  flowers,  except,  indeed,  that 
the  room  was  furnished  with  people,  for  tiiis  is  a  Sunday  school  that  Mrs. 
Learned  has  picked  up,  oft'  tlie  streets  as  it  were.  She  has  hired  this  little 
Japanese  home  for  Sunday  mornings  and  has  enticed  in  as  many  people  as 
she  can,  and  here  were  several  classes,  all  diligently  studying  the  Interna- 
tional lesson  just  like  any  well  regulated  Sunday  school  at  home.  Here  in 
the  parlor  were  a  class  of  old  ladies  taught  by  Mrs.  Learned  herself,  a  class 
of  bovs  taught  by  a  Japanese  young  man,  and  another  class  of  young  men. 
In  the  next  room,  separated  from  the  first  by  paper  screens  which  could  be 
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opened  to  throw  it  all  into  one  room  at  the  close  of  the  school,  we  found 
the  infant  class.  Such  dear  little  blossoms  as  they  were  ;  albeit  some  of  them 
were  rather  dirty  little  blossoms,  but  that  was  perhaps  their  misfortune 
rather  than  their  fault.  In  the  kitchen  was  a  class  of  small  girls,  and  I 
cannot  remember  all  the  others,  but  there  were  in  all  forty  or  fifty  people, 
old  and  young,  and  I  suppose  that  many  of  them  had  no  Christian  training 
but  what  they  received  in  that  little  room,  and  what  Mrs.  Learned  can  give 
them  in  an  occasional  call  in  some  of  the  homes.  Think  of  the  good  that 
this  one  missionary  woman  is  doing  if  she  did  nothing  else  but  care  for  this 
one  Sunday  school,  and  this  is,  I  suppose,  onlv  an  incident  in  her  missionary 
life. 

But  we  could  not  spend  many  minutes  in  this  delightfully  interesting  place, 
for  we  must  hurry  away  to  Mrs.  Curtis's  home  to  have  a  little  talk  with  her 
about  Junior  Endeavor,  and  the  possibilities  of  using  it  for  some  little  Japa- 
nese gills  whom  she  is  helping  to  grow  up  as  Christian  girls.  We  found 
Mrs.  Curtis  an  invalid,  not  able  to  rise  from  her  couch,  but  accomplishing 
in  her  sick  room  many  things  that  would  look  almost  impossible  even  to  a 
person  in  good  health.  Her  Japanese  helper  sat  by  her  side,  a  bright  faced, 
earnest  young  woman,  who  listened  as  we  talked,  asking  an  occasional  ques- 
tion in  good  English,  and  telling  a  little  of  what  had  alreadv  been  done  for 
the  little  girls  for  whom  she  and  Mrs.  Curtis  were  working. 

Off  again  to  see  something  more.  And  this  time  it  is  the  foreign  Junior 
Endeavor  Society  in  Mrs.  Davis's  home,  with  Mrs.  Cary  to  superintend  them. 
Nine  little  Americans,  with  Miss  Helen  Davis  as  their  president.  They 
were  studying  the  names  and  titles  of  Christ,  and  as  I  heard  them  speak  of 
the  Advocate,  the  Branch,  the  Corner  Stone,  the  Davspi  lng  from  on  high, 
and  give  the  Bible  verses,  I  wished  all  our  Juniors  at  home  could  repeat  the 
same  verses  ;  then  after  a  little  talk  about  the  Christ  and  what  it  meant  to  be 
his  children  we  all  bowed  our  heads,  and  one  after  another  the  children 
prayed,  and  as  I  listened  and  joined  in  their  prayers  I  felt  that  there  were 
earnest  Christian  workers  growing  up  in  that  little  Junior  Endeavor  Society. 

But  the  meeting  is  over,  and  away  we  go  again  to  attend  the  English  ser- 
vice, for  the  missionaries  of  different  denominations  and  for  any  English- 
speaking  Japanese  who  cared  to  attend.  There  were  about  fifty  or  sixty 
present  at  this  meeting,  and  as  we  listened  to  the  earnest  words  and  prayers 
of  Mr.  Curtis  and  other  workers  we  were  all  helped  and  strengthened  for 
further  service. 

By  this  time  it  is  time  for  tiffin,  and  we  must  reluctantly  tear  ourselves 
away  from  our  missionary  touring  for  a  little  time.  But  it  was  less  than  an 
hour  that  we  could  spare  for  anything  so  common  as  mealtime,  and  soon  we 


IQOO.^       HELP  FOR  LEADERS. — A  TALK  ABOUT  THE  COVENANT. 


307 


were  out  again  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Christian  Endeavor  Society  in 
the  Girls'  School  of  the  Doshisha.  An  earnest  little  company  of  Christian 
girls  were  gathered  in  an  upper  room,  and  an  earnest,  helpful  meeting  it  was, 
albeit  I  could  understand  but  little  of  it.  I  could  see  the  reverent  faces,  how- 
ever, and  join  in  spirit  in  the  prayers  that  were  otlered,  and  I  noted  that 
every  moment  was  occupied  as  one  after  another  took  part  in  tlie  meeting  ; 
and  I  was  glad  to  have  a  little  talk  afterwards  with  the  Japanese  young  lady 
who  had  charge  of  the  meeting,  and  to  see  how  earnestly  she  desired  to  make 
the  society  an  ideal  one. 

And  now  we  made  our  way  back  to  Mrs.  Curtis's  home  again  to  see  the 
Sunday  school  which  she  has  gathered,  and  which  she  plans  for  and-directs 
and  keeps  alive,  and  which  is  helping  the  lives  of  so  many  people.  More 
than  a  hundred  young  people  and  boys  and  girls  gather  from  Sunday  to  Sun- 
day, filling  her  sitting  room  and  dining  room  and  kitchen,  and  "  upstairs  and 
downstairs  and  in  my  lady's  chamber,"  and  overflowing  onto  the  piazzas  and 
balconies,  and  all  of  them  busy  with  their  Bible  lessons  ;  and  many  of  them 
as  full  of  mischief  and  as  restless  as  any  class  of  babies  or  small  boys  could 
be  in  any  of  the  home  Sunday  schools,  but  all  of  them  learning  something 
new  each  Sunday  of  the  love  of  Christ,  and  of  his  will  for  them. 

One  more  meeting  and  perhaps  you  will  think  you  have  had  enough  for 
to-day.  This  time  it  is  a  little  Presbyterian  Junior  Endeavor  Society,  under 
the  care  of  Miss  Settlemeyer  and  her  Japanese  friend  who  works  with  her. 
Forty  or  fifty  small  boys  and  girls,  most  of  them  graduates  of  the  kinder- 
garten, all  of  them  sitting  in  their  little  chairs  repeating  their  Bible  verses  and 
learning  their  catechisms,  and  reciting  better  than  many  children  of  the  same 
age  would  do  in  America.  This  little  Japanese  Junior  Endeavor  meeting 
was  such  a  pretty  picture  of  missionary  life  and  work  that  I  think  I  will  stop 
right  here.  If  it  had  not  been  on  a  Sunday  I  would  have  had  my  camera 
there  and  snapped  them  up  for  you  ;  but  you  will  have  to  imagine  how  they 
looked,  and  rejoice  that  they  are  learning  while  tliev  are  little  children  to  do 
whatever  Jesus  would  like  to  have  them  do. 


HELPS  FOR  LEADERS.— A  TALK  WITH  THE  GIRLS 
ABOUT  THE  COVENANT. 

BY  MRS.    H.   A.  CASTLE. 

What  should  the  Covenant  mean  to  us?  Let  us  study  it.  Tliere  is 
enough  in  it  of  suggestion  for  a  year's  work. 

What  is  a  Covenant.'*    The  Latin  word  is  conventum^  cott,  with  or 
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together,  and  venio^  to  come.  A  written  agreement  between  parties  to  do, 
or  not  to  do,  some  act  or  thing. 

Testa7nentu?n  is  often  used  in  Latin  for  the  Hebrew  word  meaning  cov- 
enant, so  we  have  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  which  are  the  Old  and 
New  Covenants. 

The  Covenant  of  the  New  Testament,  which  God  has  made  with  men 
through  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  we  are  trying  to  fulfill  by  signing  this  little 
slip  and  living  up  to  it.  Like  the  Scottish  Covenanters  we  band  together 
for  the  preservation  of  God's  kingdom.  Like  our  own  historic  ancestors 
who  made  that  solemn  compact  on  board  the  Mayflower,  we  are  working  for 
the  enlargement  of  God's  kingdom.    And  now  what  is  this  Covenant.? 

Grateful  that  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth."  Why  "Grateful"? 
What  are  the  surroundings  of  a  girl  in  Lidia?  \\\  China?  What  are  her 
conditions  of  life?    Is  there  any  difference?      Any  cause  for  gratitude? 

I  heard  Miss  Griswold,  who  has  been  a  missionary  in  Turkey,  say,  when 
explaining  the  costumes  of  her  Turkish  dolls,  "  I  have  seen  all  but  this 
one.  This  is  a  lady  of  the  harem."  What  did  that  signify?  A  seclusion 
which  our  freedom  can  scarcely  imagine.  Would  you  like  to  know  more 
about  it?  Would  you  not  like  to  do  something  to  help  free  these  elegantly 
attired  slaves? 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth."  My  Redeemer;  then  I  have  been 
redeemed.  He  liveth,  and  I  know  it.  How?  By  all  the  living  things  in 
nature  which  seem  to  breathe  His  Spirit.  By  that  indefinable  something 
within  me  that  tells  me  death  means  life  everlasting. 

The  second  paragraph  is  as  full  as  the  first.  Find  out  about  the  "  vast 
millions  of  women  and  girls."  How  much  does  it  cost  to  "  send  the  tidings 
of  great  joy  "  to  one  of  them?  How  many  can  one  Christian  woman  sent 
to  them  "  reach  ? 

Next,  take  ''obedience,"  "  discipleship,"  "  commands."  The  obedience 
lies  in  the  accordance  with  God's  laws,  and  thereby  realizing  "  the  greatest 
thing  in  the  world." 

And  the  poor  heathen,  bowing  down  to  his  idols  of  wood  and  stone,  knows 
none  of  these  things.  Like  the  Godhead  this  covenant  of  obedience  is  three- 
fold. We  promise  to  make  ''ofi^erings  of  prayer,"  "offerings  of  time," 
"ofl^erings  of  money."  Are  all  these  commanded  in  the  Bible?  Which  is 
the  easiest  to  give?    Which  the  most  important? 

It  seems  to  me  they  are  arranged  in  that  order — prayer,  time,  money  ; 
but  you  may  think  otherwise.  We  can  pray  when  we  have  no  money  to 
give,  or  think  that  we  have  none,  and  a  prayer  often  helps  to  see  things  in  a 
diflferent  light.    But  how  do  we  pray?    Acceptably?    Do  we  make  hurried. 
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sleepy  prayers  just  at  bedtime  ;  or  do  we  pray  systematically,  with  the  help 
of  our  prayer  calendars,  making  also  an  offering  of  time? 

We  would  use  these  prayer  calendars  if  we  knew  how  the  missionaries 
look  forward  to  their  day  as  a  day  of  grace  and  strength.  I  am  almost  per- 
suaded that  it  is  easier  to  give  money  than  time.  It  is  hard  to  consecrate 
one  hour  a  month  to  the  Lord  for  mission  study.  It  may  be  a  dancing  les- 
son on  Saturday  afternoon,  or  skating,  that  fleeting  pleasure,  which  must  be 
enjoyed  at  its  own  time. 

Many  calls  upon  the  time  of  our  girls  are  right  if  all  things  are  held  in  due 
proportion.  A  wise  mother  to  teach  the  essential  things  of  life,  help  get  the 
proper  balance,  is  a  great  blessing  to  a  girl. 

This  little  talk  has  accomplished  its  end  if  you  will  take  a  little  time  before 
retiring  to  read  over  the  Covenant ;  and  if  it  means  more  to  you  than  it  did 
this  morning,  prayerfully  add  something  to  your  mite  box,  "  that  the  daugh- 
ters of  sorrow  in  heathen  lands  may  know  the  love  of  Jesus." 


rraps  txom  ant  Wioxh  §askei 

Contributions  For  the  month  ending  May  i8th  we  can  report  a  gain 
FOR  THE  Month,  in  contributions  of  $852.20  as  compared  with  the  same 
month  last  year.  The  loss  for  the  seven  months  of  the  financial  year  is  now 
$2,092.95.  As  the  appropriations  for  the  year  were  about  $5,000  more 
than  for  1899,  this  shows  a  need  of  $7,000  beyond  what  was  contributed  last 
year  in  order  to  cover  the  amount  needed.  In  these  monthly  statements  we 
are  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  into  account  the  legacies  received,  because  tiie 
variation  from  month  to  month  is  so  great  that  the  comparison  has  little 
meaning.  At  the  time  of  writing,  however,  we  must  report  over  $4,000 
less  from  legacies  than  for  the  seven  months  last  year.  These  figures  are 
not  pleasant  to  consider,  but  they  face  us  as  stubborn  facts,  and  their  im- 
portance in  our  work  is  most  vital.  We  ask  for  daily  prayer  for  our  treasury 
all  through  the  summer  months.  With  God  all  things  are  possible.  Let 
us  never  forget  Carey's  motto,  "Expect  great  things  from  God;  attempt 
great  things  for  God." 

Semi-annual  Meeting        The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Board  was  held 
OF  THE  Board.  this  year  in  New  Bedford,  Mass.,  May  22d,  by  in- 

vitation of  our  Old  Colony  Branch.  Perfect  weather,  blossoming  trees  and 
flowers  and  the  warmest  of  welcomes  formed  most  favorable  conditions  for 
an  unusually  interesting  meeting.  The  missionary  speakers  were  Miss  Case 
from  Japan,  Miss  Chittenden  from  China  and  Mrs.  Goodenough  from  South 
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Africa.  Glimpses  of  the  Conference  were  given  by  ladies  who  were  present. 
''The  Social  Side,"  by  Mrs.  A.  C.  Thompson  ;  "Its  Breadth  and  Variety," 
by  Miss  Stanwood  ;  "The  Woman's  Sessions,"  by  Mrs.  H.  D.  Noyes ; 
"Young  People's  Societies,"  by  Mrs.  J.  Frederic  Hill;  "The  Spiritual 
Impression,"  by  Mrs.  C.  L.  Goodell.  The  presence  of  four  young  ladies 
under  appointment  to  go  to  their  fields  the  coming  summer,  and  a  few 
earnest  words  from  each,  added  much  to  the  interest  of  the  meeting.  They 
were  Miss  Mary  A.  Channel  for  Guam,  Micronesia  ;  Miss  Matilda  S.  Calder 
for  Marash  ;  Miss  Mary  I.  Ward  for  Marsovan,  and  Miss  Grisel  McLaren 
for  Van,  Turkey. 

Children's  Missionary       Our  children's  festival,  always  a  day  of  happi- 
May  Festival.  ness,  was  this  year  held  the   I2th  of  May.  So 

many  mission  circles  and  Junior  Endeavor  Societies  signified  beforehand 
their  intention  to  be  present  that  we  began  to  fear  that  even  the  hospitable 
walls  of  Berkeley  Temple  might  not  be  wide  enough  to  hold  all  that  would 
come.  However,  by  careful  and  systematic  arrangement  the  ushers  were 
enabled  to  find  seats  for  all,  and  the  happy  faces  of  the  children  and  the 
fluttering  of  bright  banners  made  a  pretty  scene  for  those  who  were  priv- 
ileged to  view  it.  The  exercises  were  conducted  by  Rev.  Dr.  Daniels, 
Home  Secretary  of  the  American  Board.  Rev.  James  Smith,  of  Ahmed- 
nagar,  India,  gave  a  vivid  picture  of  the  lack  of  care  experienced  by  sick 
women  and  children  in  India,  and  the  great  need  of  better  facilities  for  the 
pliysicians  who  would  minister  to  their  needs.  And  this  was  still  further 
emphasized  by  two  scenes  presented  in  costume  on  the  platform  by  a  com- 
pany of  the  young  people  of  Berkeley  Temple.  The  first  scene  showed  a 
little  of  the  difficulties  under  which  our  missionary,  Dr.  Julia  Bissell,  has 
been  laboring ;  and  the  second  made  clear  how  much  better  she  can  work — 
with  how  much  greater  comfort  to  the  sufferer  as  well  as  to  herself — when 
we  shall  be  able  to  provide  the  new  hospital  in  Ahmednagar,  for  which 
contributions  and  pledges  are  asked.  Then  followed  a  delightful  feature 
of  the  afternoon, — the  bringing  of  such  pledges  to  the  platform.  Delegates, 
little  and  big,  from  the  circles  brought  these  in  from  all  parts  of  the  house 
so  rapidly  that  the  ladies  in  charge  could  hardly  keep  track  of  them  ;  but  a 
later  count  showed  the  sum  total  to  be  somewhat  over  $600,  about  half  of 
which  was  in  ready  money.  The  close  attention  given  by  the  children 
throughout  the  afternoon  evinced  their  interest  in  the  services;  and  we  only 
wish  that  circles  from  still  farther  away  could  avail  tliemselves  of  these 
festivals  from  year  to  year.  The  hospital  exercise,  which  was  prepared  for 
the  occasion  by  Mrs.  C.  H.  Daniels,  is  soon  to  be  printed,  and  will  be  suit- 
able for  mission  circle  entertainments  at  any  season. 
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The  Corn  Ship       By  the  time  this  number  reaches  our  readers  it  is  ex- 
QuiTo.  pected  the  "  corn  ship  Quito,"  with  our  friends  Mr.  and 

Mrs.  Winsor  on  board,  will  have  reached  Bombay.  The  ship  left  New 
York  on  the  afternoon  of  May  loth  after  appropriate  religious  exercises, 
consisting  of  singing,  prayer  and  addresses  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hobbs,  of  Spring- 
field, 111.,  who  accompanied  the  Christian  Herald  famine  ship  in  1896, 
Countess Schimelmann,  Commander  Booth  Tucker,  Rev.  A.  C.  Dixon,  D  D., 
of  Brooklyn,  Rev.  S.  T.  Willis,  D.D.,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Winsor.  Let- 


By  courtesy  of  The  Christian  Herald,  New  York. 
LOADING  CORN  ON  THE  DECK  OF  THE  "qUITO." 


ters  of  congratulation  and  good  wishes  were  read  from  President  McKinley, 
Secretaries  Long  and  Hay  and  Governor  Roosevelt.  It  is  expected  that  she 
will  reach  Bombay  June  20th,  when  the  cargo  will  be  immediately  distrib- 
uted to  the  starving.  Mr.  Winsor  relates  that  when  the  ship  arrived  in  1897, 
not  only  was  the  corn  received  with  the  greatest  avidity,  but  even  the  coarse 
sacks  which  held  it  were  seized  upon  for  clothing.  The  effect  of  men  and  boys 
walking  about  the  streets  with  Christian  Herald,  Famine  Relief  Fund. 
American  Corn  "  in  large  letters  on  theni  was  quite  striking,  to  say  the  least, 
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Report  of  the  The  Ecumenical  Conference  of  Foreign  Mis- 

EcuMENicAL  Conference,  sions  is  over,  and  is  pronounced  oii  every  Iiand 
the  greatest  missionary  assembly  that  has  ever  been  held.  It  now  remains 
to  make  its  work  permanent.  That  will  depend  to  a  very  great  degree  on 
the  Report  of  tlie  Conference,  its  character,  the  extent  to  which  is  is  circu- 
lated and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  used.  As  to  the  Report  itself,  it  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  a  special  com.mittee  who  have  had  large  experience  and 
who  will  employ  trained  men.  The  editorial  end  in  view  is  to  omit  nothing 
essential,  to  admit  nothing  non-essential.  The  plan  includes  three  parts  :  i. 
The  Story  of  the  Conference:  its  inception,  organization  and  conduct,  and 
its  place  in  the  history  of  missions.  2.  The  Contribution  of  the  Confer- 
ence, the  Papers,  Addresses  and  Discussions.  3.  Appendices,  including 
the  complete  programme,  the  organization  and  roll,  a  list  of  missionary 
societies,  a  summary  of  missionary  statistics,  a  carefully  prepared  bibliog- 
raphy of  the  best  missionary  books,  and  an  index.  The  Report  will  be 
published  in  two  volumes  of  about  five  hundred  pages  each,  paper,  printing 
and  binding  of  the  best.  Originally,  the  price  for  the  two  volumes  was 
fixed  at  $2.50,  advance  subscribers  to  receive  it  for  $2.  The  funds  of  the 
Conference,  however,  will  cover  the  cost  of  putting  it  on  tlie  press,  and 
will  thus  enable  the  Committee  to  reduce  the  price  from  $2.50  to  $1.50, 
and  to  advance  subscribers  from  $2  to  $1  for  the  two  volumes.  They  will 
be  ready  for  delivery  early  in  the  fall.  Subscriptions  accompanied  by  the 
money  may  be  sent  to  the  Publication  Committee,  Ecumenical  Conference, 
156  Fifth  AvQnue,  New  York.  Checks  should  be  made  payable  to  Edwin 
M.  Bliss,  Chairman. 


EXTRACTS   FROM   RECENT  LETTERS. 

FROM  MISS   HARRIET   SEYMOUR,  HARPOOT,  TURKEY. 

I  MUST  tell  you  of  a  meeting  we  had  last  week  under  tlie  leadership  of 
one  of  the  native  women  teachers,  but  the  thought  and  plan  came  from 
Miss  Daniels. 

After  the  "  event,"  natives  in  India  sent  relief  money  to  the  Armenians. 
This  meeting  was  called  to  show  our  gratitude  and  practical  sympathy 
with  the  suffering  ones  in  India,  now  needing  our  aid.  Each  department 
of  the  girls'  school  was  present,  as  were  the  women  of  our  quarter. 
Miss  Barnum,  with  a  map,  told  many  interesting  things  about  India,  its 
religion,  the  condition  of  the  women,  etc.  Miss  Hall,  whose  father  spent 
tlie  last  winter  in  Bombay,  read  many  interesting  and  telling  extracts  from 
his  letters  to  h^r.    Then  Miss  Daniels  gave  very  touching  information  about 
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the  famine  and  distress  in  India.  She  said  that  it  had  been  computed  tliat 
one  piaster  (tour  cents)  would  save  one  person  from  starvation  for  one  day, 
and  $5  would  keep  a  person  in  food  for  six  months,  till  it  was  time  for  the 
rains  to  come  again.  As  she  spoke  of  one  piaster  for  one  day,  the  thought 
crossed  my  mind,  "And  what  of  the  next  day.'*  Merely  a  prolonging  of 
the  misery."  But  she  went  on  to  say,  "  Perhaps  the  one  who  gave  the  food 
for  that  day  would  tell  of  the  pity  and  love  of  Christ,  and  so,  through  the 
grace  of  God,  a  soul  might  be  saved."  Then  there  were  talks  from  some 
of  the  sisters,  and  earnest  prayers.  It  was  evident  that  every  heart  was 
deeply  touched,  and  I  am  sure  that  those  who  came  expecting  to  give  one 
piaster  resolved  to  give  two,  and  wished  that  it  was  ten  times  more.  Gre- 
gorian women  sent  in  their  gifts  ;  one  young  woman  who  goes  out  to  work 
gave  a  dollar  ;  many  gave  from  their  deep  povert}^ — some  who  are  often 
hungry  themselves.  The  house-mother  of  one  of  the  Girls'  Orplianages 
came  to  me  in  the  morning  of  that  day  and  said  that  the  girls  in  her  home 
wished  to  give  up  their  lunch  at  noon,  so  that  the  value  of  the  bread  they 
would  have  eaten  might  be  given  to  this  fund.  Indeed,  I  think  most,  if 
not  all,  the  girl  orphans  did  the  same.  At  once  the  young  men  and  boys 
became  wide  awake  on  the  subject,  and  they  have  raised  about  ten  dollars. 
From  a  neigliboring  town  about  fourteen  dollars  was  sent  in.  The  pastor 
from  the  other  side  of  the  city  came  to  me  for  information  about  the 
famine,  and  as  he  can  read  English  well  I  gave  him  the  two  copies  of  the 
Congregationalist  that  tell  so  much  of  the  sad  state  in  India  ;  he  wished  to 
lay  the  matter  before  his  people.  A  little  over  thirty  dollars  was  raised 
by  the  women  and  girls.  I  think  by  the  time  all  the  offerings  come  in  the 
sum  will  amount  to  $75  or  $80.* 

Miss  Helen  I.  Root  writes  from  Inuvil,  Jaffna  (Ceylon),  Mar.  14,  1900: — 
...  It  is  just  three  montlis  since  I  arrived  in  Oodooville,  and  while  of 
course  I  know  little,  as  yet,  of  the  full  possibilities  of  the  work,  there  are 
already  many  things  that  I  am  sure  you  will  be  interested  to  hear.  It 
is  such  a  happiness  to  have  come  to  be  with  Miss  Rowland.  Read  Mr. 
Eddy's  article  in  February  Life  and  Light  and  substitute  "  Miss  Rowland  " 
for  "  Miss  Agnew,"  in  the  second  page,  and  you  have  a  picture  of  my  dear 
chief  as  she  seems  to  me.  .  .  .  We  have  a  two  months'  vacation,  which  is 
about  half  over,  and  I  am  staying  with  Dr.  Young  at  Inuvil,  and  chiefly  am 
vigorously  attempting  to  learn  Tamil  ;  only  that  it  is  difficult  to  be  vigorous 
about  anything  here  just  in  this  hot  season.  .  .  . 

I  wish  I  could  tell  you  what  a  royal  welcome  the  people  have  given  us,  I 

♦March  22d  it  was  $83.60. 
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shall  never  forget  that  first  day  in  Oodooville,  when  the  girls  were  all 
gathered  in  the  chapel  and  sang  and  looked  their  welcome  : — 

"  We  sing  our  hearty  welcome, 
And  joyful  greetings  bring; 
With  happy  hearts  salute  you, 
And  merry  welcome  sing." 

They  are  very  affectionate  giuls,  and  they  seen'i  more  lovable  every  day.  .  .  . 
Fourteen  of  them  were  graduated  this  year,  all  of  them  Christian  girls,  and 
some  of  them  going  into  very  hard  places.  Their  class  verse  is  Is.  xlix.  15, 
and  their  song  a  Tamil  version  of  Never  be  afraid  to  speak  for  Jesus." 
One  of  them  is  staying  with  me  through  the  vacation,  as  her  brother  at  her 
home  is  a  Sivite,  and  has  a  Sivite  marriage  for  her  directly  she  returns  to  her 
island  home.  So  she  stays  with  me  until  her  Christian  brother  returns  from 
Singapore  to  take  care  of  her.  She  is  very  happy  here,  and  sews  for  me  or 
others  in  the  house  to  pay  for  her  board.  .  .  . 

About  a  dozen  of  the  older  girls  in  the  English  school  come  to  me  for  the 
S.  S.  lesson  each  Sunday  ;  and  the  day  we  studied  about  Jesus'  first  disciples 
and  how  they  were  won,  we  had  an  earnest  talk  and  prayer  about  winning 
others  to  Christ,  and  I  said  they  might  come  to  me  on  the  following  Sunday 
at  4  p.  M.,  if  they  really  had  invited  some  one  to  accept  Christ.  And  during 
the  week  I  told  them  tiiat  any  others  could  come  too,  who  were  giving  the 
invitation,  if  they  wanted  to  talk  about  how  to  do  it. 

You  may  think  how  amazed  I  was  when  forty-three  girls  came  to  my  room 
at  the  appointed  time,  and  all  were  earnestly  trying  to  give  the  gospel  invita- 
tion so  that  it  might  be  accepted.  So  surprised  was  I  that  it  had  to  be  an 
hour  when  we  depended  very  completely  on  the  Lord  himself  for  teaching. 
The  girls  are  asking  for  a  personal  workers'  class,  though  the}^  do  not  know  it 
by  that  name,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  possible  to  have  some  practical  work 
together  along  Scripture  lines  next  year.  One  of  the  girls  who  came  was 
our  youngest  teacher,  Dasanah  Visnalingam,  who  has  had  a  hard  and  rather 
stupid  class  of  the  lowest  standard.  She  has  worked  hard  over  them,  and 
has  been  saying,  in  her  pretty,  hesitating  way,  when  asked  a  question  direct, 
that  she  thought  they  were  trying  to  be  good,  and  some,  slie  was  sure,  had 
given  themselves  to  the  Lord.  And  at  the  last  time  when  the  pastor  exam- 
ined the  girls  who  wanted  to  unite  with  the  church,  every  one  of  Dasanah's 
class  was  among  the  number.  .  .  . 

You  will  like  to  know  of  the  Bible  Woman's  Conference  which  is  being 
arranged  for  July  at  Oodooville.  I  tell  you  now  that  it  may  have  your  aid 
in  prayer.  It  is  the  first  to  be  held  here,  and  we  trust  that  it  may  be  a  time 
of  very  great  blessing  to  all. 
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FROM  MRS.  JAMES  D.  EATON. 

One  way  in  which  the  gospel  spreads  in  Mexico, — Truly  our  Lord 
makes  use  of  the  humblest  instruments,  when  they  are  offered  to  him  in 
faith,  for  spreading  abroad  the  knowledge  of  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ. 
To  look  upon  poor  Dona  Marcos,  who  does  not  always  speak  her  own 
language  correctly,  who  stumbles  in  her  reading,  and  who  cannot  find  the 
place  in  her  hymn-book  without  help,  who  is  burdened  with  a  heavy  baby 
in  arms  and  a  large  family  of  children  at  home,  one  would  never  suppose 
that  she  might  be  a  "  chosen  vessel  "  to  the  Lord.  But  if  one  who  could  un- 
derstand her  language  should  listen  to  her  simple  narrative,  week  by  week, 
in  the  woman's  meeting,  of  the  visits  she  has  made  in  darkened  homes  to 
the  sick,  the  infirm  or  the  dying,  of  the  tracts  she  has  distributed,  the 
hymns  she  has  sung,  and  the  persecution  she  has  suffered  for  her  Master, 
doubt  would  vanish,  and  the  listener  might  be  ashamed  to  think  how  little 
she  with  her  superior  advantages  has  ever  done.  It  is  related  of  Mr.  Moody, 
that  on  a  certain  occasion  \\  friend  said  to  him,  "  Mr.  Moody,  you  ought  not 
to  speak  in  public  ;  you  do  not  speak  grammatically.'*  To  which  the  great 
man  replied:  "It  is  very  true.  I  do  not  know  grammar,  but  I  am  doing 
what  I  can  for  my  Master.  Now  you  have  plenty  of  grammar.  What  are 
you  doing  with  it  for  Christ?"  Dona  Marcos  has  not  the  one-hundredth 
part  of  what  an  ordinary  schoolgirl  in  the  United  States  has,  and  yet  she 
makes  at  least  six  gospel  visits  each  week,  and  distributes  from  two  hundred 
•  to  three  hundred  tracts,  mostly  among  the  soldiers  at  the  barracks.* 

This  is  what  she  told  us  at  our  last  meeting.  She  has  been  in  the  liabit  of 
visiting  a  sick  woman,  to  whom  she  has  been  a  great  comfort,  and  who  has 
asked  the  prayers  of  the  women  in  their  meeting  through  her.  She  found 
the  woman  worse,  and  a  daughter-in-law  in  charge  at  the  house,  who  re- 
ceived her  with  insults  and  violence,  shutting  the  door  in  her  face  with  such 
force  as  to  leave  a  scar  on  her  cheek. 

While  she  waited,  uncertain  what  to  do,  the  sick  woman  herself,  walk- 
ing with  a  cane,  opened  the  door  to  her  and  told  her  to  enter  ;  that  her 
daughter-in-law  had  no  right  to  turn  her  off.  Once  within,  Marcos  re- 
peated Scripture  and  sang  a  hymn,  hearing  which  the  wrathful  daughter- 
in-law  approached  a  little  nearer,  and  expressed  her  astonishment  that  the 
infamous  Protestants  could  sing  anything  so  beautiful.  On  invitation  of 
the  sick  woman,  Marcos  then  sang  again,  choosing  this  time  the  hymn, 
"  Never  be  afraid  to  speak  for  Jesus."    In  telling  us  the  story  she  added, 

I  chose  it  for  my  own  consolation,  for  it  had  been  a  hard  thing  to  bear, — 

*  Dona  Marcos  is  one  of  a  number  of  voluntary  workers,  who  pledge  themselves  to 
ipake  at  least  one  gospel  visit  a  week,  and  who  receive  no  compensation  whatever. 
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though  I  count  it  as  nothing,  and  gladly  would  I  suffer  much  more,  for 
my  dear  Lord  who  bore  so  much  for  me." 

She  also  told  of  a  family  that  had  come  to  live  next  door  to  her,  and  that 
she  had  discovered  had  known  something  of  the  gospel  years  before,  but 
had  carelessly  let  go  of  what  little  they  had  known,  and  were  now  as  far  as 
ever  from  the  truth.  She  had  talked  with  them,  and  persuaded  them  to 
send  the  children  to  Sunday  school,  and  hoped  to  get  them  all  to  church. 
She  added  that  she  should  not  have  known  anything  of  this  if  she  had  not 
remembered  her  teacher  telling  the  class  in  Sunday  school  of  Mr.  Moody's 
custom,  in  early  days,  of  accosting  anyone  whom  he  might  meet  on  the 
street  and  asking  tliem  bluntly,  "Are  you  a  Christian?"  Remembering 
his  example,  she  had  boldly  inquired  what  was  their  religion,  and  so  was 
able  to  lead  them  back  to  what  they  had  heard,  but  let  slip  again. 

Chihuahua,  Mexico. 


A  GREAT  NEED. 

(A  Paper  read  at  the  Ecumenical  Conference.) 
BY  MRS.    ISABELLA  BIRD  BISHOP. 

As  a  traveler  who,  in  over  eight  years  of  Asiatic  journeyings,  lias  been 
won  from  complete  indifference  to  earnest  interest  in  Foreign  Missions,  by 
long  and  close  contact  with  the  deplorable  needs  of  the  Christless  world  of 
Asia,  whether  as  Hindus,  Mohammedans,  Zoroastrians,  Buddhists,  Tao- 
ists,  Shintoists,  or  demon  worshipers,  I  have  been  asked  to  address  this 
audience.  Here,  happily,  it  is  needless  to  spend  time  in  attempting  to  con- 
vince the  antagonistic  or  unwilling;  for  all  are  doubtless  agreed  tliat  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Church  to  evangelize  the  nations. 

I  can  most  profitably  utilize  the  time  allotted  to  me  by  passing  on  to  you 
a  few  of  the  impressions  produced  on  me  by  years  of  intimate  contact  with 
the  peoples  of  Japan,  Corea,  China,  Western  Tibet,  the  Malay  States, 
Kashmir,  Persia,  and  Asiatic  Turkey.  These  countries  represent  the  great 
creeds  of  Asia,  with  their  numerous  ramifications,  demonism  underlying 
all.  These  creeds  and  their  founders  undoubtedly  started  with  much  that 
was  noble  in  their  teachings  and  with  ethical  standards  higher  than  the 
world  then  knew.  But  the  good  has  been  lost  out  of  them  in  their  passage 
down  the  ages,  and  even  Buddhism,  the  noblest  of  all,  in  its  eastern  march 
of  triumph,  has  incorporated  so  much  of  the  g-ross  idolatry,  superstition. 
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nature  worship  and  demonism  of  the  nations  which  it  subordinated,  that  in 
the  crowds  of  idols  in  its  temples,  in  the  childish  superstitions  of  its  votaries, 
in  its  alliance  with  sorcery  and  demonolatry,  and  in  the  corruption  and 
gross  immorality  of  its  priesthood,  it  is  now  little  raised  above  tlie  cults  of 
the  inferior  races. 

The  study  of  these  Oriental  creeds  and  their  fruits  compels  me  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  is  no  resurrection  power  in  any  of  them,  and  that  the  sole 
hope  for  the  religious,  political  and  moral  future  of  the  countries  of  Asia  lies 
in  the  acceptance  of  that  other  and  later  Oriental  creed  which  is  centered  in 
that  Divine  Person,  to  whom,  in  spite  of  her  divisions,  Christendom  bows 
the  adoring  knee. 

Among  the  prominent  and  outstanding  fruits  of  these  religions  which  have 
fallen  so  low  are  sliameless  corruption  and  infamies  of  practice  past  belief 
in  the  administration  of  Government,  which  have  obtained  the  sanction  of 
custom.  Law  is  simply  an  engine  of  oppression,  and  justice  a  commodity 
to  be  bought  and  sold  like  any  other,  and  whicli  the  poor  have  no  means  of 
buying.  Lying  is  universal,  and  no  shame  attends  the  discovered  falsehood. 
There  are  polygamy  and  polyandry  with  their  infinite  degradation,  and  the 
enthronement  and  deification  of  vice,  many  of  the  deities  of  India  being  the 
incarnations  of  unthinkable  wickedness.  There  are  unbridled  inmioralities 
and  corruptions,  and  no  public  opinion  to  condemn  them  or  to  sustain  men 
in  doing  right.  Infanticide  is  openly  practiced.  There  is  no  truth  and  no 
trust  between  man  and  man,  and  no  man  trusts  any  woman.  Every  system 
of  medicine  in  the  East  is  allied  with  witchcraft,  sorcery  and  demonolatr}'. 
Immorality  prevails  universally.  Some  of  the  nations  are  given  up  to 
unmentionable  infamies,  and  nearly  always  the  priests  and  monks  are  in 
advance  of  the  people  in  immoral  practices.  Superstitions,  childish  or 
debasing,  linked  with  every  circumstance  in  life,  enslave  whole  populations  ; 
and  piteous  terrors  of  malignant  demons  or  offended  ancestral  spirits  shadow 
this  life,  while  a  continual  dread  of  being  exposed  hereafter  to  their  full 
malignity  darkens  the  prospect  of  the  next.  Speech,  the  index  of  thought, 
is  foul  with  a  foulness  of  wliich,  thank  God,  we  have  no  conception,  and 
each  generation  from  the  cradle  is  saturated  with  an  atmosphere  of  pollution. 
The  distinction  between  right  and  wrong  is  usually  lost,  and  conscience  is 
deposed  and  destroyed.  The  corrupt  tree  of  the  dead  and  degenerate  faiths 
of  Asia  brings  forth  corrupt  fruit  from  the  Black  to  the  Yellow  Sea,  and 
from  Siberian  snows  to  the  equator.  The  whole  head  is  sick  and  the  whole 
heart  faint,  and  for  the  grievous  hurt  there  is  no  balm  in  Gilead  and  no 
Physician  there. 

Let  us  bear  in  rnincj  that  to-day,  nineteen  centuries  after  the  birth  of  our 
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Lord,  one  thousand  and  fifty  million  of  our  race  are  un-Christianized,  and 
eight  hundred  miUion  have  never  even  heard  his  name.  Let  us  also 
steadily  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  though  during  this  century  nearly  four 
million  persons,  won  by  missionary  effort,  have  been  baptized  into  the 
Christian  Church,  there  are  now  more  than  one  hundred  million  more 
heathen  and  Moslems  in  the  world  than  when  the  century  begun.  We  must 
face  the  truth.  Much  as  we  congratulate  ourselves,  missionary  effort  has 
but  touched  the  fringe  of  the  darkness  of  this  world  :  the  lo  Paeans  of 
victory  are  not  for  us  to  sing. 

Of  the  Christless  population  of  the  world  over  five  hundred  million  are 
women.  We  are  chiefly  concerned  with  them  to-night.  Throughout  Asia, 
the  natural  distrust  of  women  by  men,  and  of  the  degrading  views  held  con- 
cerning women  has  led  to  seclusion  behind  high  walls,  in  separate  houses, 
known  to  us  as  the  harem,  the  zenana  and  the  anderim.  I  have  seen  much  of 
the  inmates  of  all,  owing  to  detentions  in  traveling,  which  have  made  me  fre- 
quently their  unwilling  guest,  and  have  unveiled  for  me  the  mysteries  of 
their  secluded  lives.  Such  contact  has  banished  from  my  mind,  so  far  as 
Asiatic  countries  are  concerned,  all  belief  in  purity  in  woman  and  innocence 
in  childhood.  We  know  what  Christianity  has  done  for  us.  We  realize  it 
more  or  less  fully  to-night,  as  we  meet  to  discuss  the  important  and  un- 
fettered work  of  women.  We  know,  or  rather  guess,  but  that  only  in  part, 
what  Islam  and  heathenism  have  done  for  our  sisters.  May  God  give  us 
sympathetic  instincts,  by  which  alone  we  may  realize  their  contrasting  lives. 

I  have  been  a  storm  or  peril-bound  guest  in  more  than  fifty  women's 
houses,  including  the  women's  tents  of  the  large  nomadic  population  of 
Persia.  In  all,  the  arrangements  so  far  as  means  allow  are  the  same.  The 
women's  rooms  are  built  around  a  yard  and  have  no  windows  to  the  front ; 
a  room  near  the  entrance  is  tenanted  by  eunuchs,  or  by  an  old  woman,  who 
acts  as  custodian  or  spy  in  the  husband's  interests.  Such  secluded  women 
can  never  stir  outside  except  in  rigidly  closed  cliairs  by  day,  or,  in  some 
cities,  on  foot  at  night,  properly  attended,  along  streets  from  which  men  are 
excluded.  In  many  countries  it  is  a  crime  or  a  folly  to  teach  a  woman  to 
read  ;  in  some,  a  lady  loses  caste  by  employing  her  fingers  even  in  em- 
broidery. They  know  nothing ;  they  have  no  ideals.  Dress,  personal 
adornment  and  subjects  connected  with  sex  are  their  sole  interests.  They 
are  regarded  as  possessing  neither  soul  nor  immortality  ;  except  as  mothers 
of  sons  they  are  absolutely  despised,  and  are  spoken  of  in  China  a^  "  the 
mean  ones  within  the  gate." 

With  dwarfed  and  childish  intellect  is  combined  a  precocity  on  a.  gigantic 
SQale  in  the  evil  passions  of  adults, — hatred,  envy,  jealousy,  sensuality,  greed 
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and  malignity.  The  system  of  polygamy,  the  facility  for  divorce  and  the 
dread  of  it,  the  fiendish  hate,  the  vacuity  and  apathy,  and  the  tortures  in- 
flected by  the  ignorance  of  the  native  female  doctors,  especially  at  the  time 
of  "  the  great  pain  and  peril  of  childbirth,"  produce  a  condition  which 
makes  a  piteous  appeal  to  every  woman  here. 

In  a  rich  man's  harem  there  are  women  of  all  ages  and  colors,  girl  chil- 
dren and  very  young  boys.  There  are  the  favorite  and  other  legitimate 
wives;  concubines,  who  have  recognized  but  very  slender  rights;  discarded 
wives,  who  have  been  favorites  in  their  day,  and  who  have  passed  into  prac- 
tical slavery  to  their  successors  ;  numbers  of  domestic  slaves  and  old  women  ; 
daughters-in-law,  and  child  or  girl  widows,  whose  lot  is  deplorable,  and 
many  others. 

I  have  seen  as  many  as  two  hundred  in  one  house, — a  great  crowd,  privacy 
being  unknown,  grossly  ignorant,  with  intolerable  curiosity,  forcing  on  a 
stranger  abominable  or  frivolous  questions,  then  relapsing  into  apathy  but 
rarely  broken  but  by  outbreaks  of  hate  and  the  results  of  successful  intrigue. 
It  may  be  said  that  there  are  worse  evils  than  apathy.  There  are  worse  evils, 
and  they  prevail  to  a  great  extent  in  upper-class  houses.  On  more  than  fifty 
occasions  I  have  been  asked  by  women  for  drugs  which  would  kill  the  reign- 
ing favorite,  or  her  boy,  or  make  her  ugly  or  odious.  In  the  house  of  the 
Turkish  Governor  of  an  important  vilayet,  where  I  was  storm-bound  for  a 
week,  the  favorite  wife  was  ill,  and  the  husband  besought  me  to  stay  in  her 
room,  lest  some  of  the  other  women  should  make  away  w  ith  her.  My  pres- 
ence was  no  restraint  on  the  scenes  of  fiendishness  which  were  enacted. 
Scandal,  intrigue,  fierce  and  cruel  jealousies,  counting  jewels,  painting  the 
face,  staining  the  hair,  quarrels,  eating  to  excess,  getting  rid  of  time  by  sleep- 
ing, listening  to  impure  stories  by  professional  reciters,  and  watching  small 
dramas  played  by  slaves,  occupy  the  unbounded  leisure  of  Eastern  upper- 
class  women.  Of  these  plays,  one  of  which  was  produced  for  my  entertain- 
ment, I  can  only  say  that  nothing  more  diabolically  vicious  could  enter  the 
polluted  imagination  of  man,  and  it  was  truly  piteous  to  see  the  keen,  pre- 
cocious interest  with  which  young  girl  children,  brought  up  amid  the  pollu- 
ting talk  of  their  elders,  gloated  over  scenes  from  which  I  was  compelled  to 
avert  my  eyes. 

Yet  these  illiterate,  ignorant  women,  steeped  in  superstition,  despised  as 
tliey  are  in  theory,  wield  an  enormous  influence  and  that  against  Christianity. 
They  bring  up  their  children  in  the  superstitions  and  customs  which  enslave 
themselves.  They  make  the  marriages  of  their  sons  and  rule  their  daughters- 
in-law.  They  have  a  genius  for  intrigue,  and  many  a  man  in  the  confidence 
of  a  ruler  or  another,  loses  his  position  owing  to  their  intrigues.    They  con- 
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serve  idolatries,  and  keep  fetish  and  demon  worship  alive  in  their  homes. 
They  drag  the  men  back  to  heathen  customs,  and  their  influence  accounts, 
perhaps,  for  the  larger  number  of  the  lapses  from  Christianity.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  raise  the  men  of  the  East  unless  the  women  are  raised,  and  real  con- 
verts among  Asiatic  women,  especially  among  the  Chinese,  make  admirable 
Christians. 

But  owing  to  social  customs,  mission  work  among  Eastern  women  can 
only  be  done  by  women.  The  medical  woman  finds  ready  access  into  tlieir 
houses;  for  tlie  non-medical  woman  the  entrance  into  such  a  mixed  crowd 
as  I  have  described  is  a  matter  of  difficulty,  and  requires  not  only  the  love  of 
our  sisters  for  Christ's  sake,  but  for  their  own,  much,  very  much,  of  what 
has  been  well  named  "  the  enthusiasm  of  humanity."  Everywliere  I  liave 
seen  that  it  is  the  woman  richest  in  love  who  is  the  most  successful  mission- 
ary, and  that  for  the  unloving,  the  half-hearted  and  the  indolent,  there  is  no 
call  and  no  room. 

The  magnitude  of  the  task,  not  only  of  conquest  but  of  re-conquest,  w^hich 
lies  before  the  Christian  Church,  is  one  that  demands  our  most  serious  con- 
sideration. To  bring  five  hundred  million  of  our  fellow-women  to  the 
knowledge  of  a  Saviour  is  the  work  especially  given  to  women.  I  will  not 
make  any  plea  either  for  funds  or  workers.  Tlie  Master,  whom  we  all 
desire  to  honor,  has  made  a  distinct  declaration,  "  He  that  reapeth  receiveth 
wages,  and  gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal," — a  promise  of  a  reward  for  worK 
which  can  never  fail.  Yet,  far  away,  on  a  thousand  harvest  fields,  earth's 
whitened  harvests,  ungarnered,  die  ! 


A  SYSTEMATIC  AND  WORLD-WIDE  STUDY  OF  MISSIONS. 

At  the  Woman's  Meeting  on  Literature,  during  the  Ecumenical  Confer- 
ence, the  question  was  discussed  as  to  whether  it  would  be  feasible  and 
desirable  for  all  Woman's  Boards  to  unite  in  a  scheme  of  systematic  study 
of  missions. 

A  seven  years'  course  was  suggested  as  follows  :  first  year,  history  of 
missions,  from  apostolic  times  to  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century  ;  second, 
present  corrdition  of  women  in  different  countries  and  mission  work  among 
them;  third,  a  study  of  India;  fourth,  Africa;  fifth,  China;  sixth,  Japan; 
seventh,  several  countries  where  the  work  is  not  common  to  all  Boards — 
such  as  Burma,  under  the  special  care  of  the  Baptists  ;  Turkey,  under  the 
Congregationalists ;  Siam  and  Laos,  under  the  Presbyterians,  etc.  It  is 
proposed  that  the  topics  shall  be  used  in  seven  monthly  meetings  in  the 


I goo. 2 


SIDELIGHTS  FROM  PERIODICALS. 


321 


year,  leaving  five  for  optional  or  denominational  topics.  It  was  suggested 
also  that  each  meeting  should  occupy  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  that  a  portion 
of  each  meeting  be  given  to  current  events  or  items  of  denominational 
interest. 

Reasons  in  favor  of  such  a  scheme  mentioned  were  : — 

1.  Many  of  the  sub-topics  for  meetings  would  be  the  same  for  all  Boards, 
such  as  geography,  history,  nature  characteristics,  family  life,  etc.,  and 
much  of  the  material  needed  would  be  the  same. 

2.  This  would  make  the  literature  of  the  diflerent  Boards  valuable  for  all 
the  others,  and  the  better  advertisement  given  would  help  much  in  dissemi- 
nating missionary  information. 

3.  Better  literature  could  be  secured  by  selecting  expert  writers,  whatever 
their  denominational  connection  may  be. 

4.  Better  economy  in  printing  might  result  by  the  union  of  all  Boards 
through  the  issue  of  large  editions. 

5.  It  might  help  to  promote- a  unity  in  mission  work  which  was  made 
so  apparent  at  the  Ecumenical  Conference,  and  might  lead  to  union  meet- 
ings of  all  denominations  or  quarterly  reviews,  which  would  be  of  great 
benefit  in  broadening  the  view  of  the  work. 

An  informal  rising  vote  at  the  Ecumenical  Conference  evinced  hearty 
approval  of  the  general  plan,  the  details  of  which  were  left  in  the  care  of  the 
World's  Committee  of  Women's  Missionary  Societies.  A  meeting  of  this 
Committee  was  called  in  New  York  on  April  30th,  and  it  was  voted  to  pro- 
ceed to  carry  out  the  suggestions  as  soon  as  practicable.  A  committee  of 
five  were  appointed  to  make  definite  plans  ;  these  were  Mrs.  J.  T.  Gracey, 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  ;  Miss  Ellen  C.  Parsons  and  Mrs.  A.  T.  Twing,  New  York 
City;  Mrs.  N.  M.  Waterbury  and  Miss  A.  B.  Child  (chairman),  Boston. 

So  far  as  known  the  plan  has  met  with  universal  approval,  and  it  is  hoped 
it  will  prove  one  of  the  important  and  beneficial  results  of  the  Ecumenical 
Conference  i^  woman's  work. 

It  provides  especially  for  monthly  meetings  of  local  societies,  but  in  some 
cases  it  may  be  more  interesting  or  feasible  to  use  the  idea  in  the  form  of 
study  classes  or  in  any  way  that  mav  be  desirable.  The  plan  is  only  sug- 
gestive, and  is  expected  to  be  most  flexible  and  adaptable  to  all  conditions, 
but  it  is.  hoped  that  in  some  form  a  large  number  will  be  stimulated  to 
special  study  of  the  great  theme. 


SIDELIGHTS   FROM  PERIODICALS. 

CHINA. 

Comments  continue  to  appear  in  the  monthly  publications  upon  the 
action  of  our  Government  in  bringing  to  pass  the  "Open  Door  Treaty." 
This  month  we  have  views  from  the  varying  standpoint  of  an  Englishman, 
a  Chinese,  and  an  American  resident  in  China.  The  last.  Dr.  Gilbert 
Reid,  President  of  the  International  University  at  Peking,  in  "  The  Powers 
and  the  Partition  of  China,'*  North  American  Review^  J>^»iie,  takes  up 
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eacli  ot*  the  Powers  concerned  in  tnrn,  setting  forth  their  relations  to  each 
other  and  to  China. 

Ho  Yow,  in  "The  Attitude  of  the  United  States  Toward  the  Chinese," 
J^oru?n^  June,  expresses  pleasure  and  the  gratitude  of  his  people  for  the 
position  of  the  present  administration  which  he  considers  to  have  grasped 
the  situation."  Yet  some  dark  spots  remain,  on  our  policy  as  he  views  it, 
and  he  especially  emphasizes  the  mistake  of  the  Chinese  Immigration  Law. 

Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke,  in  "American  Policy  in  China,"  North  American 
Review^  June,  asks  the  question,  "Does  the  United  States  mean  business, 
and  are  they  prepared  to  push  the  matter  with  their  great  influence  ?  "  Eng- 
land will  be  content  to  let  "  America  take  the  lead  if  she  choose,  or  act 
equally  with  us  in  insisting  that  the  future  of  these  territories  shall  not  be 
marred  by  piracy,  brigandage,  and  rapacious  inland  taxation." 

JAPAN. 

North  Afnerican  Review^  June.  "Japan  and  Russia  in  the  Far  East," 
by  James  Murdoch. 

MEXICO. 

Century^  June.  "  Early  Spanish  Architecture  in  Mexico,"  by  Archi- 
bald Butt,  in  which  we  learn  that  the  most  perfect  arches  on  our  continent 
are  found  among  Aztec  ruins  in  an  obscure  town. 

TURKEY. 

Two  papers  on  tlie  Armenian  Question  appear ;  one  by  a  bishop  of  the 
Roman  Church  in  Adana  and  Tarsus,  Catholic  Worlds  June,  in  which, 
while  "Armenian  Customs"  is  the  special  tbpic,  we  are  not  surprised  to 
find  the  bishop  remarking  that  Protestantism  is  the  chief  hindrance  to  the 
progress  of  the  Armenians  !  • 

In  the  Foru7n^  June,  Carl  Albert  Paul  Rohrbach  writes  sympathetically 
of  American  missionary  eftbrts  to  uplift  and  educate  the  Armenians,  but 
urges  two  points  :  (i)  The  children  must  not  be  converted  to  Protestantism, 
but  be  allowed  to  remain  in  the  National  Church.  (2)  All  branches  of 
secular  education  must  be  so  conducted  as  to  prepare  the  graduates  for 
Oriental  conditions.  It  should  be  known,  as  to  the  former  point,  that  our 
missionaries  in  charge  of  Armenian  orphans  allow  them,  where  it  is  desired 
by  friends,  to  attend  the  National  Ciiurch,  and  that  the  general  desire  of 
friends  is  that  they  be  trained  into  the  mission  churches.  As  to  the  sec- 
ond point,  the  aims  of  our  workers  along  this  line  are  well  known, 

GENERAL. 

Chautauquan^  June.  "  A  Landmark  of  Missions,"  by  Eugene  M. 
Camp  ;  a  comprehensive  report  of  the  Ecumenical  Conference. 

Bibliothecra  Sacra^  Qiiarterly,  April.  "  The  Contributions  of  Missions 
to  Science,  Commerce  and  Philanthropy,"  by  Edw.  Cor.  Ewing. 


RECEIPTS. 
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TOPICS  FOR  AUXILIARY  MEETINGS. 


yuly. — Educational  Work  of  the  Woman's  Board  in  Central  and  East- 
ern Turkey  Alissions.    See  Life  and  Light  for  June. 

August. — Evangelistic  Work  of  the  Woman's  Board  in  Central  and 
Eastern  Turkey  Missions. 

September. — The  Transformation  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

October. — From  Darkness  to  Dawn  in  Africa. 

November. — Thank-offering  Meetings.  Subject,  The  Century's  Appeal  to 
Christian  Women. 


EVANGELISTIC  WORK  OF  THE  WOMAN'S  BOARD  IN 
CENTRAL  AND  EASTERN  TURKEY  MISSIONS.  • 


Evangelistic  work  in  mission  fields  includes  several  distinct  depart- 
ments. I.  Work  of  the  Bible-women.  2.  Toiuing.  3.  Holding  meetings 
and  personal  work.  4.  Sunday  Schools.  We  would  recommend  three 
brief  talks  on  these  heads  in  connection  with  one  of  the  following  stations  : 
Aintab,  in  Central  Turkey;  Harpoot,  Van  and  Mardin,  Eastern  Turkey, 
preceded  if  desired  by  an  introductory  talk  on  the  general  work  in  the  two 
Missions.  For  Introduction  see  Life  and  Light,  May,  1889,  J""^ 
December,  1891,  March,  1892,  April,  1893.  For  Aintab  Station  (Cen- 
tral Turkey):  (i)  Bible-women.  See  Leaflet  "  Sister  Varteni  "  (price  3 
cents)  and  article  "Bible-women  in  Oorfa  "  on  page  31  of  this  number. 
(2)  Meetings  and  Personal  Work,  July,  1893,  February,  1895,  January, 
1897.  Sunday  Schools,  May,  1890,  August,  1894,  July,  1895,  February, 
1897.  Harpoot  Bible  Women,  April,  1888,  October,  1889,  December, 
1899,  March,  1896  [Letter  from  a  Bible  woman].  Touring,  December, 
1886,  April,  1887,  June,  1890,' November,  1891,  November,  1898.  Meet- 
ings and  Personal  Work,  June,  1892,  January,  1897,  J"b^  ^^95-  ^ -  ^• 
of  Armenia).  Mardin  Bible  women.  February  and  March,  1895  (Khumzie), 
and  October,  1897.  Touring,  November,  1891.  Meetings  and  Personal 
Work,  August,  1S98,  June  and  December,  1899.  Van  Bible  women,  March, 
1892,  January,  1893.    Missionary  Society,  July,  1896. 

All  references  may  be  obtained  from  Miss  A.  R.  Hartshorn,  704  Congre- 
gational House,  Boston. 


TOPIC  FOR  AUGUST. 


WOMAN'S   BOARD   OF  MISSIONS. 


Receipts  from  April  18,  1900,  to  May  18,  1900. 


Miss  Sarah  Louish  Dav,  Treasurer. 


MAINE.  Cli.,  Easter  Off.,  22.59,  Aux.,  179.10,  St. 


i^eseri,  rtomesvilie  (Jonf;;.  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  ii^  -^ 

Soc,  4.80;   Rockland,  Aux.,  65;  Skow-  New  Hampshire  Branch.— Mrs.  Allen.  T,. 

heean,  Aux.,  15,  Union,  Aux.,  5,              147  05  French,  Treas.     Amherst,  Aux.,  4.30; 

Western  Maine  Branch.— y\Y».  C.  C.  Chap-  Urookline,  Aux.,  8.25;  Chester,  Anx.,  19; 

man,  Treas.   Portland,  59.20,  High  St.  Concord,   First   Cong.   Ch.,  Cheerful 


366  21 


518  26 
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\yorkers  M.  C,  15,  South  Ch.,  Kimball 
Circle  King's  Dau.,  10;  Heuuiker,  C.  E. 
Soc,  25;  JafErey,  Lilies  of  the  Field,  10, 
C.  E.  Soc,  8.50;  Keeue,  Second  Ch.,  Jr. 
C.  E.  Soc,  25;  Lebanon,  C.  E.  Soc,  20, 
Jr.  C.  E.,6;  Littleton,  Aux., 32.52 ;  Lyme, 
Miss  Washburn's  S.  S.  Class  and  Frim. 
Dept.,  5;  Nashua,  Aux.,  31.85,  Y.  L.  M. 
Soc,  10,  Pilgrim  Ch.,  C.  E.  Soc,  20,  Pub- 
lic school  teachers,  15;  New  Boston, 
Aux.,  6;  Rindge,  West,  10;  Swanzey, 
C.  E.  Soc,  7;  Sullivan,  East,  C.  E.  Soc, 
5.50, 


Total, 


293  92 
293  92 


VERMONT. 


Burlington.-U.  S.  W., 

Vermont  Branch,.— ^Irs.  T.  M.  Howard, 
Treas.  liellows  Falls,  Mt.  Kilburn  Soc, 
7;  Hennington,  First  Ch.,  Burden  Bear- 
ers, 5;  Faii  field,  Two  ladies,  2;  Fairlee, 
Aux.,  26;  Highgate  Centre,  C.  E.  Soc, 
2;  Jefferson ville,  Aux.,  37;  Lyndon, 
Buds  of  Promise,  2.10;  Newport,  Aux., 
7;  Peru,  Th.  Off.,  1.50;  Pittsford,  S.  S., 
2.31;  Springfield,  11;  St.  Albans,  C.  E. 
Soc,  2.50;  St.  Johnsbury,  North  Ch., 
39.75,  South  Ch.,  26.72, 


5  00 


Total, 


171  88 
176  88 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

Andover  and  Woburn  Branch.— Mrs.  G. 
W.  Dinsmore,  Treas.  Billerica,  Aux., 
5;  Lowell,  Kirk  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  M.  B.  17; 
Medford,  A  friend,  1,  Mystic  Ch.,  Jr.  C. 
E.  Soc,  5,  Union  Ch.,  Int.  and  Jr.  C.  E. 
Soc,  5;  Melrose,  Aux.,  13.50;  Reading, 
Aux.,  60;  West  Medford,  Aux.  (with 
prev.  contri.  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Edith 
Gleason  Benjamin,  Mrs.  Herbert  N. 
Ackerman),  41;  Wakefield,  Aux.,  50, 
Mission  Workers,  10;  Winchester,  First 
Cong.  Ch.,  Mission  Union,  25;  Woburn, 
North  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  3,  235  50 

Barnstable  Branch.— Miss  Amelia  Snow, 
Treas.   Yarmouth,  Aux.,  10  00 

Berkshire  Branch.— Mis.  Chas.  E.  West, 
Treas.  Hinsdale,  Aux.,  18.59,  Cradle 
Roll,  1.25;  Peru,  Top  Twig,  8.25;  Rich- 
mond, Me  Too,  5;  South  Egremont,  40; 
Stockbridge,  11.50;  Two  friends  in  Berk- 
shire, 225,  309  59 

Essex  North  Branch.— Mrs.  Wallace  L. 
Kimball, Treas.  Th.  Off.,24;  Amesbury, 
Union  Ch.,  Aux.,  11.50;  Bradford,  Aux., 
72;  Georgetown,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  25, 
Memorial  Ch.,  4;  Groveland,  Aux.,  30; 
Haverhill,  Centre  Ch.,  Aux.,  50,  North 
Ch.,  Aux.,  61.72;  Ipswich,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  15;  Newburyport,  Aux.,  12,  Camp- 
bell M.  C,  10;  Powell,  M.  C,  38,  Tyler 
M.  C,  12.50.  Prospect  St.  Ch.,  Y.  P.  M. 
Soc,  12,  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Rowley,  Aux.,  32; 
South  Byfield,  18;  West  Boxford,  Aux., 
38;  West  Haverhill,  Aux.,  28.25,  Cradle 
Roll,  5.86;  West  Newbury,- First  Ch., 
Aux.,  10,  A  Dau.  of  the  Cov.,  2.50,  Sec- 
cond  (Ml.,  Aux.,  7,  524  33 

Essex  South  Branch.— Miss  Nannie  L. 
Odell,  Treas.  Beverly,  Dane  St.  Ch., 
Aux.,  30,  Y.  P.  Aux.,  5.45;  Danvers, 
Maple  St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  21.55;  Danvers 
Centre,  Aux.,  5,  Mission  Study  Class,  15; 
Marblehead,  Aux.,  11.90;  North  Beverly, 


Friends,  6;  Peabody,  Aux.,  25;  Salem, 
Tabernacle  Ch.,  Girls'  Soc,  10;  Swamp- 
scott,  Aux.,  12, 

Franklin  Co.  Branch.— Miss  Ivucy  A.  Spar- 
hawk,  Treas.  (Prev.  contri.  const.  L. 
M's  Mrs.  F.  G.  Smith,  Mrs.  Ashley  Dick- 
inson, Mrs.  Emma  Fisher,  Miss  Phebe 
J.  Stone,  Miss  Etta  Merriman);  Buck- 
land,  Aux.,  19.14,  Do-Something  Band, 
3;  Conway,  Aux.,  14,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  7; 
Deerfield,  Aux.,  17 ;  Greenfield,  Memo- 
rial Off.,  61.71;  Hawley,  Aux.,  12.36; 
Montague,  Ladies,  6;  Shelburne,  Aux., 
36.60;  Shelburne  Falls,  Aux.,  51.28,  Jr. 
Aux.,  30,  A  friend,  Mem.  Off.,  20;  South 
Deerfield,  19.50;  Sunderland,  Aux.,  8.30, 
Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  2.75;  Whately,  17.90, 

Hampshire  Co.  Bratich.— Miss  Harriet  J. 
Kneeland,  Treas.  Amherst,  Second  Ch., 
Aux.,  37.60,  South  Ch.,  Aux.,  42.66,  Will- 
ing Workers,  10;  Chesterfield,  Aux.,  15; 
Florence,  Aux.  (of  wh.  50  const.  L.  M's 
Mrs.  Fanny  M.  Clute,  Miss  Mary  E. 
Dean),  51;  Greenwich,  L.  Off.,  1;  North- 
ampton, First  Ch.,  Aux.,  236.1>^,  Ed- 
wards Ch.,  Aux.,  83.15,  Jr.  Aux.,  24.61, 

Haverhill.— A  friend, 

Highlandville.— Mrs.  Mary  M,  Stevens, 

//b/i/ofce.— Second  Cong.  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc, 

Melrose.— MdiYy  C.  Spaulding, 

Mt.  Hermon.-Ci\r\  W^  Kettler, 

Middlesex  Branch.— Mrs.  E.  H.  Bigelow, 
Treas.  Holliston,  Aux.,  26.16;  Natick, 
Willing  Hands,  7.55;  Framingham,  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  Aux.  (of  wh.  100  const.  L. 
M's  Mrs.  B.  S.  Jordan,  Mrs.  A.  H.  W^ood, 
iSIrs.  C.  P.  Punchard,  Mrs.  E.  L.  Thomp- 
sonl,  173.25;  South  Sudbury,  Helping 
Hands  Soc,  5;  Wellesley,  Wellesley  Col- 
lege Ch.  Asso.,  196, 

Norfolkand  Pilgrim  firawc/i.— Miss  Sarah 

B.  Tirrell,  Treas.  Brockton,  Porter  Ch., 
Aux.,  18,  Waldo  Ch.,  Aux.,  4;  Hanover, 
Aux.,  6.40;  Kingston,  Aux.,  2.40;  Milton, 
Aux.,  8.15,  S.  S.,  6;  Plymouth,  Aux., 
11.50;  Plympton,  Aux.,  5;  Quiiicy,  Beth- 
any Cong.  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Rock- 
land, Aux.,  7.75;  South  Weymouth, 
Union  Ch.,  Aux.,  42;  WoUaston,  Aux. 
(of  wh.  60  by  Mrs.  Lucy  E.  Swift,  50  to 
const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  N.  G.  Nickerson,  Mrs. 
E.  A.  Chase),  102,  Whomsoever  M.  B.,30, 

Reading.— Mrs.  J.  L.  Pratt, 

South  Hadley.—A.  friend, 

Springfield  Branch. — Mrs.  Mary  H.  Mitch- 
ell, Treas.  Miss  Grisell  M.  McLaren,  5; 
Brimfield,  Aux.,  5;  Chicopee,  Third  Ch., 
Aux.,  13;  Indian  Orchard,  C.  E.  Soc,  5; 
Ludlow,  Aux.,  6;  Ludlow  Centre,  8.30; 
South  Hadley  Falls,  Aux.,  10.06;  Spring- 
field, First  Ch.,  Aux.,  27.30,  Mem.  Ch., 
Aux.,  9.70,  Park  Ch.,  Aux.,  11.69, 

Suffolk  Branch.— Miss  Myra  B.  Child, 
Treas.  Allston,  Aux.,  54,  C.  E.  Soc, 
45.85;  Auburndale,  Aux.,  30.20;  Boston, 
Mrs.  G.  S.  Curtis,  25,  Miss  Elinor  Curtis, 

20,  Miss  M.  G.  Curtis,  10,  J.  Homer  Sweet- 
ser,  50,  Clara  B.  Rogers,  2,  Berkeley  Tem- 
ple, Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5,  Central  Ch.,  Aux., 
75.50,  Adabazar  Soc,  30,  Mt.  Vernon  Ch., 
Jr.  Aux.,  5.,  Prim.  Dept.  S.  S.,  7.50,  Old 
So.  Ch.,  Aux.,  220,  Park  St.  Ch.,  Jr.  Aux., 

21,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  3,  Shawmut  Ch.,  Aux., 
14,  Shawmut  Helpers,  25,  Union  Ch., 
Aux.,  213.12,  John  Noyes  Colbv,  1.  Int. 

C.  E.  Soc,  2,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc  ,  2;  Brighton, 
C.  E.  Soc,  10;  Brookline,  Harvard  Ch., 


141  90 


326  54 


501  20 
250  00 

1  00 

2  (  0 
1  00 

10 
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40 


101  05 


S25 


Aux.,  95,  Leyden  Ch.,  Aux.,  14.12,  E.  R. 
L.,  10;  Cambridge,  Mrs.  W.  V.  P.  Long- 
fellow, 10,  First  Cli.,  Shepard  Guild,  1, 
North  Ave.  Cli.,  Golden  Rule  Circle, 
31.30;  Caiubridgeport,  Prospect  St.  Ch., 
Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  10,  Wood  Mem.  Ch.,  Jr. 
C.  E  Soc,  15,  Cradle  Roll,  8.50;  Charles- 
town,  Winthrop  Ch.,  C.  E.  Soc,  10; 
Chelsea,  First  Ch.,  Y.  L.  M.  Soc,  10, 
Central  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Clarendon 
Hills,  C.  E.  Soc,  1,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5; 
Dedham,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  57.75;  Dor- 
chester, Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  5.20,  S.  S., 
5,  Harvard  Ch.,  W.  IJeu.  Soc,  10,  S.  S., 
1,  Pdgrim  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  23,  Second 
Ch.,  Aux.,  76.23,  Y.  L.  M.  Soc,  25,  Jr.  C. 
E.  Soc,  5,  Village  Ch.,  Aux.,  80.31,  Y.  L. 
M.  Soc,  5,  Busy  Bees,  1;  Foxboro,  Beth- 
any Ch.,  Aux.,  10;  Hyde  Park,  Jr.  C.  E. 
Soc,  10;  Jamaica  Plain,  Boylston  Ch., 
Int.  S.  S.,  3,  Central  Ch.,  Aux.,  18.52,  Jr. 
C.  E.  Soc,  50  cts. ;  Maiden,  Miss  Mabel 
H.  Gray,  1.50;  Medfield,  Aux.,  7;  New- 
ton, Eliot  Ch.,  Aux.,  260,  Eliot  Guild,  175, 
Second  Ch.,  Red  Bank  Soc,  30;  Newton 
Center,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  83.35,  Jr.  C.  E. 
Soc,  7;  Newton  Highlands,  Aux.,  5.58; 
Roslindale,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Roxbury, 
Eliot  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  2,  Highland 
Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  1.10,  Walnut  Ave.  Ch., 
Aux.,  75,  C.  E.  Soc,  105,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc, 
5,  Prim.  S.  S.,  5,  Little  Workers  for 
Christ,  5;  Somerville,  Broadway  Ch., 
Aux.,  26.81,  Earnest  Workers,  25,  Day 
St.  Ch.,  Aux.,  9.50,  Franklin  St.  Ch  , 
Aux.,  80,  Highland  Ch.,  W.  Soc,  11.50, 
Alden  M.  B.,  3,  Prospect  Hill  Ch.,  Jr.  C. 
E.  Soc,  5,  Mrs.  Helen  M.  Gulliver,  3; 
South  Boston,  Phillips  Ch.,  Aux.,  62,  Jr. 
C.  E.  Soc,  10.20,  Phillips  Chapel,  Jr.  C. 
E.  Soc,  1;  Walthara,  Jr.  C.  E,  Soc,  2.20; 
Watertown,  Phillips  Ch.,  Aux.,  31.65, 
Miss  Patten's  S.  S.  Class,  2;  Wellesley 
Hills,  Aux.,  19.31;  West  Medway,  Aux., 
5;  West  Roxbury,  Aux.,  19.07,  2,522  37 

Wilmington.— A  friend,  5  00 

Worcester.— A.\l  Saints'  (Epis.)  Ch.,  W.  M. 

Soc,  10  00 

Worcester  Co.  Branch.— Mrs.  Martha  D. 
Tucker,  Treas.  Baldwinsville,  Aux., 
9.40;  Barre,  Aux.  (of  wh.  25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.  T.  P.  Root),  35;  Blackstone,  Aux., 
5;Fisherville,  Aux., 2.80;  Gardner,  Aux., 
12;  Globe  Village,  Aux.,  5;  Holden, 
Aux.,  8;  Lancaster,  Aux.,  6.35;  Leices- 
ter, Aux.,  11.50;  Leominster,  Aux.,  22.60; 
Millbury,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  5,  Second  Ch., 
Aux.,  28.77;  Northbridge  Centre,  Aux., 
4.40;  Southbridge,  Aux.,  44.91;  Spencer, 
Aux.,  52.50;  Upton,  Aux.,  15;  Warren, 
Aux.,  61.50;  Webster,  Aux.,  8.75;  West- 
boro,  Aux.,  70.79,  C.  E.  Soc,  8  52;  West 
Boylston,  Aux.,  1;  Whitinsville,  Aux., 
10.25,  Extra-Cent-a-Dav  Band,  17.12; 
Winchendon,  Aux.,  5;  Worcester, 
Adams  Sq.  Ch.,  Aux.,  5.30,  Hope  Ch., 
Aux.,  10,  Immanuel  Ch.,  Aux.  (with 
prev.  contri.  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  Charles 
H.  Putnam),  11.85,  Old  So.  Ch.,  Aux., 
35.22,  First  C.E.  Soc,  3,  Union  Ch.,  Aux., 
84.39,  600  92 

Total,      6,204  06 

LEGACY. 

J5rocA;<ow.— Legacy  of  Mrs.  Hannah  B. 
Packard,  S.  F.  Packard,  Exr.,  500  00 


RHODE  ISLAND. 

Rhode  Island  Branch.— Mis.  Clara  J. 
Barnefleld,  Treas.  Bristol,  Aux.,  53; 
Central  Falls,  Aux.  (of  wh.  19  Mem. 
Fund),  53.67;  Chepachet,  Mrs.  F.  J. 
Nasli,  Mem.  Fund,  2.50;  Providence,  Be- 
neficent Ch.,  Aux.  (3  of  wli.  jNleni.  Fund 
and  50  to  const.  L.  M's  Mrs.  Frederick 
S.  Bosworth,  Mrs.  Eugene  Kingman), 
388.20.  Beneficent  Daughters,  60,  Cen- 
tral Ch.,  Aux.  (6.50  Mem.  Fund),  9.50, 
Plymouth  Ch.,  Aux.,  Mem.  Fund,  1, 
Dau.  of  Cov.,  Mem.  Fund,  5,  Miss  King, 
Mem.  Fund,  100;  Saylesville,  C.  E.  Soc. 
(of  wh.  5  Mem.  Fund),  16;  Woonsocket, 


Mrs.  Sherman  Stiles,  5,  693  87 

Total,  693  87 

CONNECTICUT. 

Bristol.— A.  E.  Kelley,  2  60 


Eastern   Conn.  Branch.— Miss   Mary  1. 
Lockwood,  Treas.    Groton,  Aux.,  33.25, 
S.  S.,  12.62;  Lebanon,  Aux.,  12.75;  Led- 
yard,  Newell  Soc,  10,  C.  E.  Soc,  2.50; 
New  London,  Second  Ch.,  Aux.,  47.50, 
Y.  L.  Guild,  10;  Norwich,  First  Ch., 
Aux.  (of  wh.  50  const.  L.  M's  Miss  Har- 
riet T.  Hyde,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Yerrington),  51, 
Broadway  Ch.,  Pansy  M.  C,  5,  Park  Ch., 
Aux.,  25;  Plainfield,  Aux.,  19.80,  C.  E. 
Soc,  5;  Stonington,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  2; 
Taftville,  Aux.,  16.20;  Wauregan,  Busy 
Bees,  22;  Windham,  Aux.,  49.-.:5;  Wood- 
stock, Aux.,  34,  357  87 
Hartford.— A  friend,  10  00 
Hartford   Branch.  —  Mrs.  M.  Bradford 
Scott,    Treas.      East   Hartford,  Real 
Workers  M.  C,  10;  Farmington,  Aux., 
22;    Hartford,   Farmington   Ave.  Ch., 
Prim.  S.  S.,  10.75,  Windsor  Ave.  Ch., 
Miss  Clara  E.  Hillyer,  1,000;  Kensing- 
ton, Dau.  of  Cov.,  10;  Mansfield,  Aux., 
10;  Plainville,  Aux.,   45;  Poquonock, 
Aux.,  4.50;  South  Windsor,  M.  C,  5; 
Suffieid,  L.  F.  M.  Soc,  12.50;  West  Hart- 
ford. Aux.,  11.67,  Jr.  Aux.,  5,                 1,146  42 
New  Haven  Branch .— MissJuliaTwining, 
Treas.   Ansonia,  Aux.,  1,  S.  S.,  6.25,  C. 
E.  Soc,  58.57;  Bethany,  Aux.,  3;  liethel, 
Aux.,  4;  Bethlehem,  Aux.,  5;  Brook- 
field  Centre,  Aux.,  19.25,  S.  S.,  5 ;  Canaan, 
Aux.,  9.55;   Centrebrook,   Aux.,  20.10; 
Chester,  Aux.,  50;    Clinton,  Aux.,  5; 
Cromwell,  Aux.,  5;  Danbury,  First  Ch., 
C.E.  Soc,  50;  Darien,  Aux.,  1.35;  Deep 
River,  Aux.,  5;  Derby,  First  Ch.,  Aux., 
52,  C.  E.  Soc,  33,  Second  Ch.,  Aux., 
12.70;  Durham,  V.  G.,  2,  Prim.  S.  S.,2; 
East  Haddam,  Aux.,  5,  Cradle  Roll,  3.85; 
East  Haven,  Aux.  (of  wh.  25  const.  L.  M. 
Mrs.   William  R.   Street),  32.25;  East 
Hampton,  Friends,  8;  Ellsworth,  Aux., 
13;  Essex,  Aux.,  5,  M.  W.,  10,  C.  E.  Soc, 
5.  Friends,  7;  Guilford,  Third  Ch.,  Aux., 
13;  Haddam,  Aux.,  2;  Higganum,  Aux., 
4.75:  Ivoryton,  Aux.,  66.50;  Kent,  Aux., 
20,  Y.  L.,  20,  C.  E.  Soc,  10.30;  Killing- 
worth,  Aux.,  4;  Madisoi',  Anx.,  10.80; 
Meriden,  Centre  Ch.,  Aux.,  127,  Liberty 
Club,  20;  Middlebury,  Aux.,  20,  W.  M., 
8;  Middlefield,  Friends,  9,  C.  E.  Soc, 
3.71;  Middle  Haddam,  Aux.,  1,  Cradle 
Roll,2..50;  Middletown,  First  rii..  Aux., 
22.25,  Gleaners,  70,  M.  H.,  12,  C.  E.  Soc, 
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40,  South  Ch.,  Aux.,  30;  Milton,  Aux., 
16.40;  Mt.  Caimel,  C.  E.  Soc,  10;  New 
Fairtield,  C,  E.  Soc,  5;  New  Haven,  Ch. 
of  the  Redeemer,  Y.  L.,  100,  Grand  Ave. 
Ch„  Aux.,  11.20,  Y.  L.,  60,  S.  D.,  18,  L. 
W.,  15.91,  Plymouth  Ch  ,  Aux.,  80,  E.  W., 
6.21,  Sunheanis,  25,  United  Ch.,  Aux., 
427.35,  Jr.  M.  J{.,  25;  New  Preston,  Aux., 
35;  New  Preston  Hill,  Aux.,  1.25;  North 
Kent,  C.  E.  Soc,  2.30;  North  Aladison, 
Adx.,  17.5t;  North  Stamford,  Aux.,  8; 
North  Woodbury,  Aux.,  38.05;  NorwalU, 
Aux.,  31.92,  D.  "K.,  2.58,  S.  S.,  25,  C.  E. 
Soc.,  4.50;  Portland,  Aux.,  5,  Jr.  Huild- 
ers,  5,  Cradle  lloll,  3;  Rid<;eheld,  Aux., 
43;  Rockfall,  L.  H.,4.03;  Roxbury,  Aux., 
14,  C.  E.  Soc,  8,  Prim.  S.  S.,  I;  Salis- 
bury, C.  E.  Soc,  2;  Saybrook,  Aux.,  5; 
Seymour,  Friends,  10.95;  Sharon,  Cradle 
Roll,  3.58;  Southbury,  Aux.,  6;  South 
Norwalk,  Aux.,  20,  Whatsoever  Circle, 
10;  Southport,  Aux.,  12;  StauifortI, 
C,  4.55;  Stratford,  Aux.,  11.30;  Thomas- 
ton,  Aux.,  28;  'l'orrinf!;ford,  Aux.,  32.25, 
H.  W.,  20;  Torrington  Centre,  C.  E.  Soc, 
20;  Wallin<jford,  Aux.,  90,  C.  E.  Soc, 
29;  Washington,  Aux.,  7.25;  Waterbury, 
First  Ch.,  Aux.,  100,  Second  Ch.,  Aux., 
153,  L.  B.,  10,  Third  Ch.,  Aux.,  10;  Wat- 
ertown,  Aux.^  48.50;  Westbrook,  Aux., 
3;  Westchester,  Aux.,  22.35;  West  Haven, 
Aux.,  65;  Westville,  Aux.,  28.55;  Wilton, 
Aux.,  37;  Winchester,  C.  E.  Soc,  4.94; 
Winsted,  First  Ch.,  C.  E.  Soc,  3,  Second 
Ch.,  Aux  ,  30,  C.  E.  Soc,  10,  Mrs.  A.  R. 
Perkins,  5,  2,847  15 

Thoynaston.— Miss  Florence  Griswold,        40  00 


Total,      4,403  94 


NKW  YORK. 


^Mcmm.— Florence  J.  Stevens,  5;  Brook- 
lyn, Mrs.  Ryron  W.  Clarke,  50;  East 
liloomtield,  Mrs.  Eliza  S.  Goodwin,  3, 

Neiv  York  State  liraiich.— Mrs.  F.  .M. 
Turner,  Treas.  Baitiiif;  Hollow,  Aux., 
7;  Hlooming  Grove,  Kyle  Miss.  Soc,  20; 
Briar  Hill,  Aux.,  13.15;  Brooklyn,  Cen- 
tral Ch.,  Aux.,  66,  Jr.  Aux.,  4.50,  Friends, 
11,  Iinmanuel  Ch.,  Aux.,  21.12,  Lewis 
Ave.  Ch.,-Aux.(of  wh.  75  const.  L.  M's 
Mrs.  Mary  Morris,  Miss  Cornelia  E. 
Freeman,  Miss  Helen  M.  Roys),  100, 
Earnest  Workers,  70,  Evangel  Circle,  20, 
C.  E.  Soc,  25,  New  England  Ch.,  Aux., 
10,  Park  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  2,  Park- 
ville,  Aux.,  8.10,  Plymouth  Ch.,  May- 

'  flower  C.  E.  Soc,  5,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  15, 
Puritan  Ch..  Aux.,  20,  M.  B.,  20,  Tomp- 
kins Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  60,  Branch  Jr.  C. 
E.  Soc,  2.50,  Richmond  Hill  Ch.,  Aux., 
15;  Buffalo,  First  Ch.,  Bancroft  Aux., 
2.60,  Niagara  Sq.  Ch„  Aux.,  34,  Three 
friends,  5;  Candor,  L.  Guild,  36,  Jr.  C. 
E.  Soc,  1.05;  Chenango  Forks,  Aux.,  3; 
Churchville,  S.  S.  M.  C,  10,  C.  E.  Soc, 
10;  Columbus,  Aux.,  4.25;  Cortland, 
Aux.,  7.75;  East  Smithtield,  Pa.,  Aux., 
9;  Elmira,  Park  Ch..  Aux.,  40;  Elling- 
ton, Aux.,  8.80;  Flushing,  C.  E.  Soc,  6, 
S.  S.  Home  Dept.,  3.42,  Cradle  Roll,  3; 
Franklin,  Aux."  47;  Gloversville,  Aux., 
27  68,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  Green,  Aux.,  6.66; 
Harford,  Pa.,  Aux.,  3;  Homer,  Aux., 
25.65;  Honeoye,  Aux..  15,  C.  E.  Soc,  3.50, 
Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  1;  Ithaca,  Aux.,  8.84; 


58  00 


Java  Village,  Aux.,  5;  LeRaysville,  Ch., 
2,  Aux.,  10;  Madrid,  Aux.,  5;  Madison, 
Aux.,  25;  Millville,  Aux.,  1.30;  Morns- 
ville,  Aux.,  10;  Muiiiisville,  Aux.,  5, 
Newark  Valley,  Aux.,  30,  Juniors,  5.34; 
Nevvburg,  Aux.,  8;  New  Haven,  Aux., 
2.38,  Willing  Workers,  8;  New  York, 
Bethany  Cii.,4.62,  Broadway  Tab.  Guild, 
115,  Christ  Ch.,  W.  Asso.,  11,  Manhattan 
Ch.,  Guild,  184,  .Mt.  Vernon  Ch.,  C.  E. 
Soc,  8.46,  Trinity  Ch.,  Aux,,  40;  Niao-ara 
Falls,  Aux.,  18;  Norwood,  Aux.,  16;"0g- 
deiisburg,  W.  M.  Soc,  8;  Owego,  Aux., 
17.50;  Patchogue,  Aux.  and  Cradle  Roll, 
81.92,  Mayflower  Band,  20;  Pulaski, 
Aux.,  10;  Perry  Centre,  Aux.,  16.50; 
Randolph,  Aux.,  13.25;  River  Head,  Sec- 
ond Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  11;  Rutland,  Aux., 
10;  Syracuse,  Geddes  Ch.,  Aux.,  25,  Ply- 
mouth Ch.,  Guild,  5.50,  Jr.  C.  E,  Soc, 
1  85,  South  Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  2.50;  Sandy 
Creek,  Aux.,  12;  Sayville,  Aux.,  10;  Sen- 
eca Falls,  Aux.,  12.75;  Ticonderoga(with 
prev.  contri.  const.  L.  M.  Mrs.  H.  D. 
Hoffnaole);  Utica,  Bethesda  Ch.,  Aux., 
10,  Plymouth  Ch.,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5;  W  al- 
ton, Aux.,  30 ;  West  Groton,  Aux.,  20,  C. 
E.  Soc,  2;  West  Winfleld,  C.  E.  Soc,  10, 
Jr.  C.  E.  Soc,  5,  J)au.  of  Cov.,  4.45; 
Woodville,  Aux.,  5;  Yonkers,  ]Mrs.  .-Vllan 
Bourn,  10.    Less  expenses,  60.89,  1,655  00 


Total, 


PHILADELPHIA  BRANCH. 


1,713  00 


Philndelpfiia  /}rancfi.—M\ss  Emma  Fla- 
veil.  Treas.  D.  C,  Washington,  Mrs. 
Emily  Morse  Seymour,  200,  First  Ch., 
Aux.,  96.90,  Intefm.  C.  E.  Soc,  5.16,  Mt. 
Pleasant  Ch.,  Aux.,  12.50,  Jr.  C.  E.  Soc, 
5;  Fla.,  Haytona,  Aux.,  2  25.  Jr.  C.  E. 
Soc,  7;  iV.  Bound  Brook,  Pilgrim 
Workers  (of  wh.  25  const.  L.  M.  Miss 
Lulu  Fisher),  30;  Closter,  Aux.,  18.30, 
Do  Something  Band,  20,  S.  S..  2.07; 
Newark,  First  Ch.,  Aux.,  15.  Belleville 
Ave.  Ch.,  Aux.,  19.50;  Plainfleld,  Aux., 
10;  Westfleld,  Aux.,  85,  528 


Total, 


528  68 


PENXSYLVANIA. 


Philadelphia.— Oxford  Pres. 
Soc, 


Ch.,  C.  E. 


Total, 


FLORIDA. 

Lake  Helen.— AVLx.,  9;  Winter  Park,  Pine 
Needles  M.  C,  9.20, 


CANADA, 

Canada  Cong.  W.  B.  M., 


General  Funds, 

(iifts  for  Special  Objects, 

Variety  Account, 

Legacies, 


Total, 


Total, 


25  00 
25  00 


18  20 
18  20 


5(8  76 
568  76 

.111  30 
,0.33  27 
19  58 
500  00 


Total,  ^15,664  15 


President. 
Mrs.  H.  E.  JEWETT, 
2511  Benvenue  Ave.,  Berkeley,  Cal. 
Treasurer. 
Mrs.  S.  M.  LODGE, 
1275  Sixth  Ave.,  Oakland.  Cal, 

Treasurer  Young'  Ladies*  Branch. 
Miss  GRACE  GOODHUE,  1722  Geary  Street,  San  Francisco,  Cal 


Home  Secretaries. 
Mrs.  C.  B.  BRADLEY, 
2639  Durant  Avenue,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Mrs.  W.  J.  WILCOX, 
576  East  14th  Street,  Oakland,  Cal. 


MICRONESIA. 
LETTER  FROM  LOUISE  E.  WILSON. 

KusAiE,  Caroline  Islands. 
My  DEAR  Friends  :  I  would  that  time  and  strength  would  permit  me  to 
write  a  long  letter  to  every  one  of  you  ;  but  as  I  cannot,  I  hope  you  will 
"  take  the  will  for  the  deed,"  and  accept  this  joint  letter.  How  liberal  you 
all  have  been  !  God  bless  you  every  one,  and  give  to  you  all  the  joy  that 
comes  to  a  cheerful  giver.  How  many  unknown  friends  I  feel  I  have  found 
and  become  acquainted  with  the  past  year  through  your  letters  and  gifts. 
Now,  I  know  you  would  like  to  know  what  use  we  will  find  for  so  many 
things.  Can  you  imagine  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  people  who  do  not 
know  what  it  is  to  receive  a  token  of  love.''  Who  have  not  known  of  a 
Christmas  which  told  of  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward  men.''  There 
are  many  children  who  do  not  know  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  a  doll. 
How  some  of  our  own  girls,  when  they  first  came  to  school  and  received  one 
for  Christmas,  have  cuddled  it  up  in  their  arms !  The  motherly  instinct 
seems  to  be  the  same  wherever  we  go.  They  gazed  at  it  as  if  no  one  had 
ever  possessed  such  a  treasure  before.  As  our  girls  about  all  have  one  now, 
we  will  only  keep  a  few  of  the  larger  ones  for  family  dolls.  The  rest  that 
came  in  the  boxes  this  year  will  probably  take  a  trip  on  the  Morning  Star 
when  she  goes  to  the  Gilbert  and  Marshall  Islands,  and  delight  the  hearts  of 
some  of  the  small  boys  and  girls,  who  have  so  little  to  brighten  their  lives. 
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Books,  scrapbooks  and  picture  cards !  I  am  so  glad  there  are  so  many  of 
them  !  How  Micronesian  people  do  love  pictures !  In  fact,  I  think  they 
never  tire  of  them.  The  babies  and  younger  children  will  rejoice  over  pretty, 
new  calico  dresses.  The  tennis  flannel,  etc.,  will  be  kept  for  the  use  of  our 
own  schoolgirls,  to  be  used  for  sleeping  gowns  and  dresses  for  sick  ones 
when  they  feel  chilly.  I  have  had  people  open  their  eyes  in  astonishment 
at  the  idea  of  wanting  flannel  down  here — only  five  degrees  north  of  the 
equator.  But  people  with  rheumatism,  in  a  climate  where  it  rains  almost 
every  dav,  find  it  is  the  only  safeguard  against  it.  Our  teachers,  who  only 
receive  a  salary  of  fifty  dollars  a  year,  will  be  very  grateful  to  you  for  help- 
ing them  out,  with  their  writing  paper,  envelopes,  pencils,  thread,  pins, 
needles,  etc.    The  workbags  will  be  just  the  thing  to  keep  them  in. 

Each  year  we  make  out  a  list  of  the  teachers'  names  and  then  divide  the 
contents  of  the  different  boxes  between  our  schools  and  the  teachers  in  the 
islands.  They,  no  doubt,  divide  again  what  they  have  received  amongst 
their  scholars.  They  are  so  very  unselfish.  In  the  islands  we  often  hear  of 
this  or  that  one  who  would  go  to  churcli  if  they  had  a  dress  to  wear.  So 
you  see  how  nice  it  is  to  have  some  extra  gifts  of  calico  to  give  away  to 
deserving  ones.  The  usual  dress  is  only  a  fringe  or  mat  fastened  around 
the  waist  or  hips.  Forty-eight  girls  in  our  house  have  to  be  kept  covered 
with  calico  quilts.  The  patchwork,  without  doubt,  has  come  to  the  right 
house.  I  wish  you  could  see  how  very  nicely  the  girls  sew.  Some  of  them 
hem  and  darn  beautifully.  The  rule  is,  Learn  to  sew  well  by  hand  before 
using  the  machine." 

Saturday  is  our  visiting  day,  or,  I  had  better  say,  the  boys'  calling  dav, 
when  the  young  men  from  the  Marshall  and  Gilbert  schools  have  the  priv- 
ilege of  calling  at  our  girls'  school.  The  difl^erent  games  that  have  come 
down  this  year  will  greatly  aid  in  making  these  Saturday  afternoons  pleasant 
ones. 

Micronesia  does  not  look  like  a  very  large  place  on  the  map,  but  tliere  are 
a  number  of  thousands  of  souls  living  down  here,  whom  we  are  trving  to 
lead  out  of  darkness  into  the  light.  They  have  to  learn  how  to  live  and  how 
to  love  before  much  can  be  done  for  them.  Little  deeds  of  kindness  accom- 
plish much.  The  thought  that  people  in  Ainerica  remember  them  with 
gifts,  think  of  them,  care  for  and  pray  for  them,  does  much  toward  helping 
this  great  and  glorious  work  on.  I  shall  try  to  write  a  few  words  to  every 
one  who  has  so  kindly  sent  me  words  of  cheer.  I  have  tried  to  keep  an 
account  of  all  gifts  received  by  me.  Some  of  the  packages  were  simply  sent 
to  Mr.  Frear,  so  they  will,  no  doubt,  be  distributed  in  Micronesia  some- 
where, but  you  may  not  hear  from  some  of  them.    I  notice  in  some  of  the 
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letters  that  you  speak  of  meeting  Mrs.  Logan  and  Mrs.  Price.  I  take  it  that 
you  think  of  Micronesia  as  one  large  place,  and  forget  that  there  is  more 
than  one  mission  station  down  here.  The  principal  ones  are  Kusaie  and  Ruk. 
But  here  at  Kusaie  we  are  seven  hundred  miles  from  Ruk,  and  as  the  ocean 
is  between  us,  and  no  direct  way  of  communicating  with  our  friends,  we  do 
not  hear  from  them  any  oftener  than  you  do  in  the  homeland,  even  though 
we  do  all  live  in  Micronesia. 


FROM  MRS.   GARLAND'S  JOURNAL. 

Kusaie,  September,  1S99. 

The  Star,  when  she  returned  from  Honolulu,  brought  the  word  that  our 
group  had  passed  into  the  possession  of  Germany  ;  news  which  spread  quite 
a  gloomy  feeling  over  Kusaie,  where  the  people  had  known  nothing  of 
Spain's  oppression,  and  have  hoped  that  the  American  flag  might  float 
here.  A  petition  had  been  sent  on  to  Washington,  signed  by  nearly  every 
man  on  the  island,  to  the  effect  that  the  natives  desired  to  be  made  a  part 
of  the  United  States,  so  they  were  sadly  disappointed.  We  say  "  anything 
is  better  than  Spain."  There  will  be  religious  toleration,  and  perhaps,  if 
we  should  get  the  right  sort  of  man  in  the  Commissioner,  even  sympathy 
and  co-operation  with  the  work  of  the  missionaries,  but  there  will  still  be 
German  taxation  which  is  exorbitant,  and  may  make  serious  trouble  in  the 
islands  to  the  westward. 

We  have  been  expecting  the  arrival  of  a  German  war  vessel  to  announce 
ofHcially  the  change  of  government ;  yet  we  were  taken  by  surprise  yesterday 
(Sunday)  by  the  arrival  at  Mwot  of  two  German  officials  in  white  uniforms, 
who  walked  in  at  the  Channon's  while  Mr.  Channon  was  taking  a  Sunday 
afternoon  nap.  Their  call  was  so  very  brief  that  Mr.  Channon  barely  came 
to  a  full  realization  of  their  presence  before  they  were  gone  ;  but  they  an- 
nounced the  arrival  at  Lelle,  that  morning,  of  two  German  steamers,  one 
a  war  vessel  bringing  the  two  German  commissioners  for  this  group,  to  be 
stationed  at  Ponape  and  Yap ;  the  other  carrying  the  supplies  and  stores. 
They  wislied  to  get  one  of  the  missionaries  to  go  with  them  to  Ponape, 
to  help  assure  the  people  of  their  peaceful  policy,  and  of  the  religious 
toleration,  etc.,  which  would  be  granted;  but,  of  course,  with  Dr.  Rife 
away  there  is  no  one  who  could  go  now.  This  was  the  only  reason  for 
the  Germans  calling  here  now,  and,  of  course,  it  is  the  part  of  courtesy 
for  them  to  go  direct  to  Ponape,  where  the  Spanish  Governor  only  waits 
for  them  to  come  that  he  may  leave. 
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WHAT  MY  BARREL  IS  TO  ME. 

For  many  years  a  little  barrel  lias  stood  upon  my  bureau.  For  a  long 
time  its  place  was  occupied  by  a  succession  of  little  pasteboard  boxes,  a  new 
one  with  a  new  motto  each  year.  But  one  day  some  thrifty  soul  suddenly 
realized  that  pasteboard  boxes  were  expensive  and  perishable  affairs,  and 
conceived  the  idea  of  a  small  wooden  barrel,  that  would  last  one's  lifetime. 
Straightway  the  missionary  society  of  wln'ch  I  then  was  a  member  invested 
in  some  of  these  wooden  barrels,  and  the  one  that  was  given  me  has  been 
with  me  ever  since, — a  link  in  the  chain  of  sweet  memories  that  binds  my 
heart  to  other  days  and  old-time  friends. 

As  day  by  day  my  eyes  have  rested  on  it,  what  thoughts  it  has  suggested, 
what  sweet  lessons  it  has  taught  me  !    Shall  I  mention  a  few? 

Unpretending,  nay,  almost  homely  as  it  is,  it  yet  has  been  a  constant  re- 
minder of  the  coming  of  that  kingdom  for  which,  whenever  we  use  the 
prayer  given  us  by  our  Saviour,  we  pray.  Mutely  it  pleads  for  gifts  that 
shall  hasten  that  blessed  day  when  tlie  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become 
the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  Christ. 

To  have  a  share  in  such  a  work  is  no  small  honor,  and  the  silent  little 
messenger  rebukes  imworthy  and  selfish  aims,  and  *so  is  a  helper  to  liigher 
and  holier  living.  It  shames  extravagance  and  seems  to  say,  "  How  can 
you  spend  for  trifles  that  which  given  me  would  be  so  much  more  worthily 
bestowed." 

It  reminds  me^  too,  of  noble  souls  who  count  not  even  their  lives  de^i'  unto 
them  if  only  they  may  join  the  world  to  Christ.  Sometimes,  when  the  way 
has  seemed  hard,  and  one's  worldly  possessions  poor  and  meager,  my  little 
barrel  says,  "You  had  better  count  your  mercies  and  think  what  your  life 
would  have  been  had  your  lot  been  cast  in  China  or  India." 

But  perhaps  more  often  it  has  seemed  a  confidential  friend,  as  the  small 
or  larger  pieces  have  dropped  into  it,  each  one  a  thank  offering  for  some 
special  mercy  or  sweet  surprise.  I  have  read  of  a  woman  who  for  many 
years  kept  a  pleasure  book,  in  which  she  jotted  down  the  pleasant  things 
that  marked  the  passing  days.  Some  gentle  consideration  in  the  home,  a 
helpful  thought,  a  loving  word,  a  gift,  even  though  it  were  a  short-lived 
flower,  each  found  an  enduring  place  in  her  "pleasure  book."  Something 
like  this  my  little  barrel  is  to  me. 

The  special  cause  for  gratitude,  the  sweet  joy,  may  not  be  written  down  ; 
the  coin  dropped  into  the  barrel  may  be  the  only  record, — but  what  richer 
blessing  may  it  not  bear  to  far  less  favored  ones. 

So  year  by  year  the  mites  are  gathered  and  sent  their  way  ;  but  whatever 
of  good  they  may  accomplish,  be  it  much  or  little,  of  this  I  am  sure, — they 
have  left  behind  a  blessing. 
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FOUR  WOMEN'S  WORK  IN  SOUTH  INDIA. 

BY   MRS.  MAUDE   B.  JEFFREY. 
(  Continued.) 

SouNTHARAM  and  Anna  Maria,  both  graduates  from  the  Lucy  Perry 
Noble  Training  School,  have  had  charge  of  the  work  in  Melur  town.  Here 
the  work  is  very  different  from  that  in  the  villages.  Many  of  the  women  of 
to-day  were  formerly  in  our  Hindu  girls'  school.  They  receive  the  mis- 
sionary and  the  Bible  women  cordially,  and  many  are  reading  with  the 
Bible  women. 

Then,  too,  there  are  so  many  native  officials  who  are  educated,  and  are 
very  glad  to  have  their  women  taught.  Some  are  liberal  and  halfway  be- 
lieve in  our  religion,  while  others  allow  tlieir  women  to  be  taught  the  Bible 
for  the  sake  of  learning  to  read,  trusting  that  the  knowledge  of  the  Bible  will 
not  affect  their  faith  in  Hinduism. 

I  enjoy  visiting  the  pupils  in  Melur  town,  and  can  report  much  progress 
in  those  who  have  studied  regularly.    These  two  women,  Anna  Maria  and 
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Sountharam,  have  access  into  homes  of  all  castes,  as  they  are  of  high-caste 
extraction. 

I  spent  two  afternoons  recently  with  Anna  Maria  visiting  each  pupil. 
They  read  for  me  out  of  the  text-book  in  use  or  the  Bible,  and  repeated 
verses  they  had  learned  and  stories  they  knew.  She  had  a  number  of  Mo- 
hammedan women  ;  and  in  one  household  they  have  been  reading  with  Bible 
women  for  years,  and  are  now  in  the  New  Testament.  She  had  sixty  names 
on  her  book  this  last  year,  though  not  all  continued  their  lessons  throughout 
the  year. 

Sountharam  had  seventy-six  names  on  her  book  last  year,  and  seventy-two 
are  reading  with  her  now.  It  is  almost  too  many  to  visit;  but  slie  teaches 
them  so  nicely,  sliownng  the  good  of  training  under  Miss  Swift.  Twenty- 
two  of  her  pupils  are  now  reading  the  Bible.  I  visited  sixteen  of  them  the 
first  of  this  month. 

An  official's  wife  commenced  reading  last  July  and  has  made  rapid  prog- 
ress, now  reading  the  Bible.  Her  husband  was  "almost  persuaded"  to  be 
a  Christian  when  a  student,  and  now  is  lax  about  Hindu  customs.  If  only 
his  wife  can  be  fully  persuaded  he  may  yet  be  bold  enough  to  come  out  from 
his  people. 

Another  young  woman  last  March  was  reading  Mark,  and  could  repeat  a 
few  verses.  Now  she  is  in  Luke.  She  repeated  to  me  the  Lord's  Prayer, 
Matt.  V.  3-15,  and  twenty-eight  verses  besides.  She  also  told  stories  from 
the  life  of  Christ.  They  are  all  anxious  to  tell  me  all  they  know.  This  will 
soon  be  impossible  in  the  short  time  I  spend  with  them. 

Last  August  we  held  a  meeting  unique  for  a  Hindu  community, — a  meet- 
ing for  women  and  girls,  conducted  by  our  Christian  women  and  held  in  the 
Hindu  girls'  school  building.  Sountharam  and  Anna  Maria  gathered  all 
their  pupils  who  would  come,  and  they  with  the  girls  made  a  room  full. 
They  had  one  corner  of  the  room  for  Brahmins,  and  other  castes  were  some- 
what carefully  seated.  That  is  uncommon  in  any  of  our  schools  ;  but  this 
peculiar  occasion,  I  suppose,  demanded  some  such  concession.  All  were 
very  attentive  as  the  sciopticon  pictures  of  the  life  of  Christ  were  shown  and 
explained.  These  pictures  were  talked  over  by  the  women  for  days  after- 
ward. The  one  that  seemed  to  impress  them  most  was  Christ  talking  with 
the  Samaritan  woman  by  the  well. 

Meetings  are  often  held  in  different  houses  among  the  Hindu  women. 
It  certainly  is  a  most  interesting  work,  this  of  giving  the  Bread  of  Life,  even 
tliough  it  must  be  given  in  such  small  bits.  The  New  Year  begins  briskly 
and  hopefully.  We  are  all  well  and  strong,  and,  with  the  Father's  help,  we 
trust  ready  for  service. 

Melur,  South  India,  Jan.  30th,  1900. 
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THE  DAILY  ROUND  AT  'NAGAR. 

Everj-day.  incidents  in  missionary  life  at  Ahmednagar  in  the  Marathi  Mission 
(Western  India)  are  thus  mentioned  in  her  home  letters  by  Mrs.  Theo.  K.  Bissell. 
Some  are  dated  from  'Nagar;  some  from  points  iu  the  hills,  where  most  foreigners  in 
that  part  of  the  country  are  driven  by  the  heat  in  summer. 

The  wind  is  howling  and  whistling  ontside,  but  it  is  far  from  cold.  It 
is  the  beginning  of  the  very  hot  winds  that  will  blow  from  now  (March  i8th) 
until  the  first  of  June.  They  are  terribly  tiresome,  and  the  dust  is  something 
unspeakable. 

Last  night  Harry  [Mr.  Bissell]  and  Mr.  Gates  went  to  Old  Mahableshwar, 
to  help  some  of  the  Presbyterian  ladies  show  their  magic-lantern  pictures. 
It  is  about  three  miles  away, — one  of  the  most  bigoted  places  about  here. 
Five  sacred  rivers  "  take  their  rise  there,  and  there  are  a  great  many  priests 
living  in  the  temples  there.  There  seemed  to  be  no  good  place  to  put  up  the 
sheet,  and  Harry  asked  if  it  might  not  be  fastened  to  two  veranda  pillars  in 
front  of  the  temple.  They  allowed  it  witliout  any  objection  whatever.  Think 
of  pictures  of  Christ  being  thrown  on  the  front  of  a  Hindu  temple  in  such  a 
bigoted  place  !  The  people  listened  respectfully,  sat  through  it  all,  never 
objected  to  anything  that  was  said,  and  acted  as  if  they  would  have  sat  all 

night.    H  was  so  late  in  getting  home  I  feared  there  had  been  some 

disturbance. 

This  morning  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gates  and  I  were  out  for  a  wheel-ride.  We 
were  going  along  through  the  woods  when  Mrs.  Gates  said  :  "  There's  a  snake 
track.  Why,  there's  the  snake  !  "  She  had  run  directly  over  him  witliout 
crushing  him  at  all.  We  all  jumped  off  as  soon  as  we  could  stop,  and  Mr. 
Gates  killed  it.  He  examined  its  teeth  and  found  it  was  not  poisonous.  We 
thought  at  first  that  it  was.  The  poisonous  snakes  have  only  one  row  of 
teeth,  and  fangs  back  of  them  ;  the  non-poisonous  have  two  rows  and  no 
fangs. 

We  have  been  having  a  fresh  breeze  here  lately.  A  young  Scotchman 
has  just  come  out,  a  Mr.  Douglas,  so  full  of  fiui,  so  ruddy  and  robust,  that  he 
makes  our  poor,  pale,  thin  men  look  worse  than  ever.  People  at  home  never 
get  a  sight  of  the  missionaries  as  they  look  in  India.  Four  weeks  of  fresh 
sea  air  and  of  freedom  from  responsibility  on  the  journey  make  a  marked 
difference  in  color. 

A  caste  question  is  under  discussion.  It  might  seem  a  small  matter, — the 
taking  of  one  girl  into  school  ;  but  it  is  no  small  matter  in  India  when  it 
comes  to  be  a  girl  of  lower  caste  than  the  rest.  It  might  drive  away  all  the 
others.  At  the  same  time  we  do  not  want  to  seem  to  observe  caste  ourselves, 
as  we  shall  if  we  keep  the  girl  out  of  school. 
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We  have  to  shut  the  house  now  (March  i6th)  before  ten  a.  m.,  and  so 
manage  to  keep  fiiirly  cool,  but  I  disUke  the  closeness.  The  sun  is  very 
fierce — regular  furnace  heat,  and  the  air  is  so  dry. 

H          hasn't  been'  feeling  well  the  last  day  or  two.    I  shall  be  relieved 

when  I  get  him  away  to  the  hills.  It  would  be  so  much  easier  to  work  if 
there  wasn't  this  constant  financial  perplexity.  It  saps  the  life  right  out.  I 
hope  the  financial  advance  at  home  will  have  some  efiect  on  us  eventually. 

We  are  having  extremely  hot  weather.  Last  night  I  lay  and  steamed.  A 
few  drops  of  rain  fell  Saturday,  but  not  enough  to  do  any  good.  The  price 
of  food  is  something  awful,  and  the  grain  merchants  are  carrying  their  hard- 
heartedness  still  farther  and  refusing  to  sell  in  small  quantities.  They  say  to 
the  people,  "  You  must  buy  twenty-five  pounds  at  a  time."  Few  have  ready 
money  enough  for  that,  and  it  is  very  hard. 

These  grain  merchants  are  a  people  by  themselves.  They  do  not  belong 
to  the  Marathi  country,  and  they  don't  care  whether  people  die  or  live.  One 
day  one  came  to  Dr.  Hume  saying  that  one  of  his  agents  had  for  over  two 
years  owed  him  two  rupees,  and  he  wanted  Dr.  Hume  to  pay  him  and  take 
it  out  of  the  man's  wages.  While  they  were  talking  a  poor  old  woman  in 
rags  came  up  to  beg  for  a  garment.  Dr.  Hume  said,  "Now  look  here,  I'll 
give  you  that  money  now  if  3'ou'll  take  half  of  it  and  help  buy  a  garment  for 
that  poor  creature." 

Sahib,"  he  said,  I  wouldn't  give  her  a  broken  needle  to  sew  her  old 
garments  with." 

He  was  probably  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  'Nagar, — a  Jain  by  religion. 
That  sect  have  scruples  against  sweeping  or  cleaning  up  much,  for  fear  of 
destroying  some  animal  life, — vermin, — and  so  they  live  in  filth  unspeakable, 
and  as  a  consequence  the  mortality  among  them  from  plague  is  great. 

Emily  [Bissell]  charges  so  little  tuition  from  the  girls  in  her  school  that 
all  together  it  doesn't  pay  for  her  ink  ;  and  yet  many  of  the  Christians  grum- 
ble over  four  cents  a  month,  and  want  it  given  them.  There  is  no  doubt  the 
people  have  had  too  much  financial  aid.  It  has  seemed  a  necessary  evil, — 
to  be  abolished  as  soon  as  possible,  but  four  years  of  famine  and  plague 
haven't  helped  to  change  the  existing  order.  Such  a  system  of  self-support 
as  Dr.  Nevins  of  China  advocates  couldn't  get  into  thorough  working  here  at 
once.  Harry  said  it  might  after  seventy-five  years,  but  that  wouldn't  mate- 
rially help  the  present  situation. 

One  night  at  dinner  we  heard  a  band  playing,  and  Marion  asked  if  a  wed- 
ding were  going  by.  [Marion  Bissell  is  six  years  old.  J  I  said  yes  ;  perhaps 
they  were  marrying  a  little  girl  to  some  man  she  didn't  know  and  might  not 
like  to  live  with.  She  said,  "  You  will  let  me  choose  the  gentleman  I  want 
to  live  with,  won't  you,  mamma I  told  her  yes. 
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Sunday  morning  she  was  repeating  a  verse  after  me,  ''For  His  merciful 
kindness  is  great  toward  us,"  and  she  said  so  quickly,  "  That  would  make  a 
nice  blessing,  wouldn't  it,  mamma?  "  (We  have  our  table  grace  in  concert. 
I  think  it  a  good  thing  for  children.) 

It  does  seem  as  though  it  must  rain  soon.  Everything  is  so  depressing. 
One  feels  as  if  walking  under  a  constant  load  that  threatens  to  overpower  you 
every  moment.  The  other  night  at  pra3  ers  I  found  it  rather  hard  to  control 
mv  feelings.  Marion  said:  "  You  needn't  cry,  mamma.  God  will  make 
 well.    He  isn't  a  doctor,  but  he  can  make  her  well." 

"  Oh  yes,"  I  said,  "  He  is  a  doctor." 

"  Yes  ;  He  is  a  doctor,  and  he's  a  man,  and  he's  God.  He's  as  big  as  a 
giant,  isn't  he  ?  " 

"  Oh,"  I  said,  "  He  is  everywhere." 

"Yes,"  she  answered,  in  a  very  reflective  sort  of  way,  "  He's  a  Spirit." 

There  have  been  over  twenty  deaths  in  the  Faith  Mission  since  we  came 
to  India,  and  only  one  in  ours.  [The  Faith  Mission  discard  medicines  and 
phvsicians,  relying  on  prayer  for  healing.] 

We  have  just  received  word  that  another  of  the  young  missionaries  in 
Poona  has  died  of  brain  fever.-  He  was  an  Australian,  a  very  nice  fellow, 
but  he  was  constantly  working  beyond  his  strength  and  living  on  native  food 
part  of  the  time.  Some  of  these  people  have  such  extreme  views  about 
living.  We  met  some  young  ladies  on  our  way  down  from  the  hills  last 
year  who  had  not  seen  bread,  butter  or  potatoes  for  months,  and  seldom 
meat. 

Last  Saturdav,  on  the  way  out  to  Happy  Valley,  we  passed  a  sick  woman 
and  a  child  lying  out  on  a  heap  of  sand  at  the  side  of  the  road.  Mrs.  Hume 
had  some  milk,  so  her  driver  raised  up  the  woman  and  gave  her  a  drink. 
He  said  she  had  no  fever.  We  went  on  and  reported  her,  but  found  the 
plague  doctor  was  already  on  his  way  out  to  her.  She  had  been  lying  there 
two  days. 

They  have  been  having  much  better  success  at  the  hospital  this  year  than 
before,  and  some  of  the  people  who  had  most  to  say  against  tlie  place  in  the 
time  of  the  riots  have  been  most  anxious  to  go  there  when  attacked.  How 
fast  the  time  does  go  !  It  seems  to  go  faster  here  because  there  is  so  little 
change  of  season. 

Last  Friday  the  people  made  a  great  noise  trying  to  carry  the  plague 
goddess  out  of  the  city,  and  the  drumming  and  shouting  seemed  to  bring 

 's  fever  up  again.    She  is  very  poorly,  and  Mrs,  Hume  went  out 

Sunday  to  bring  her  in  and  send  her  to  Bombay,  where  she  could  be  with 
Miss  Millard,  right  next  to  the  zoological  gardens.  Mrs.  Hume  said  the 
bare  mention  of  trees  brought  tears  to  her  eyes.  The  thought  that  she  could 
get  away  from  the  growing  distress  around  them,  and  see  green  trees  and 
have  her  children  out  among  them,  was  almost  too  much  for  her. 

Mr.   said  one  of  our  most  intelligent  Christian  men  said  to  him  that 

there  was  a  man  taken  to  the  plague  hospital,  not  much  the  matter  of  him, 
but  when  they  got  him  there  they  gave  him  something  to  drink,  and  in  a 
little  while  he  died.  Nothing  will  persuade  these  people  that  the  patients 
are  not  poisoned,  and  it  is  not  strange  when  not  four  out  of  a  hundred  come 
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out  alive.  I  hope  it  hasn't  got  to  run  on  four  years  longer.  It  once  had  a 
run  of  seven  years  in  Bagdad.  Besides  all  the  misery  and  death,  its  coming 
here  means  a  tremendous  expense  which  we  are  not  at  all  able  to  meet. 
Our  financial  problems  are  becoming  unbearable. 

Last  night  Harry  saw  a  company  of  men  gathered  together,  and,  going 
up,  saw  they  were  looking  at  a  female  panther, — chetta^  we  call  them. 
Some  men  had  killed  it  the  night  before  down  the  hill  about  ten  miles  away. 
They  said  it  came  running  into  their  house  about  ten  o'clock  at  night,  and 
they  killed  it  with  clubs.    It  was  larger  than  a  St.  Bernard  dog. 

Inclosed  is  a  picture  of  a  splendid  tiger  brought  down  by  a  hunter  at  the 
hills.    When  Marion  saw  Mrs.  Gates  preparing  to  take  it,  she  whispered, 

Mamma,  she  won't  take  the  smell,  will  she?" 

I  hope  there  has  been  rain  enough  at  'Nagar  to  help  the  water  supply  a 

little.    Mr.    says  there  are  regular  fights  at  the  tanks  to  get  water 

before  it  is  all  gone.  It  is  a  question  how  much  longer  the  city  water  is 
going  to  hold  out.  Every  day  the  tank  in  this  yard  is  emptied.  It  is  very 
distressing  to  hear  the  buckets  strike  the  stones  in  the  bottom.  North  of  us 
the  cattle  are  dying  very  fast.    There  is  no  fodder  to  be  had  there. 

The  people  are  making  great  objections  to  having  their  own  people  as 
doctors  and  plague  inspectors.  They  say  :  "  Give  us  European  physicians 
or  nurses,  but  not  black  men.  They  will  take  bribes  from  a  rich  man  and 
allow  him  to  keep  a  plague  case  in  his  house,  and  turn  out  a  poor  man  for 
any  illness,  plague  or  not."  They  had  a  big  meeting  to-day,  and  one  of  the 
leading  men  of  the  citv  asked  Dr.  Hume  if  there  wasn't  some  one  of  the 
Christian  community  who  could  go  around  to  the  women  and  see  if  the)' 
had  plague  or  not.  Think  of  their  turning  to  the  usually  despised  Chris- 
tians when  they  won't  trust  their  own  people.  They  said,  almost  despair- 
ingly, ''Do  send  us  Dr.  Julia  (Bissell)  ;  our  women  are  calling  for  her." 
They  say  that  the  native  doctors  have  committed  some  very  obscene  oftenses, 
especially  in  the  case  of  young  women.  Isn't  it  dreadful?  I've  been  out  to 
hear  some  of  the  women's  lessons.  About  six  weeks  ago  I  told  the  teacher's 
wife  to  teach  them  the  story  of  Joseph  and  the  thirteenth  of  First  Corinthi- 
ans ;  I  was  perfectly  astonished  to  hear  how  well  they  had  them.  Only  one 
could  read,  and  it  is  no  small  thing  to  tell  of  so  many  dreams — Joseph's 
two,  the  butler's  and  the  baker's  and  Pharaoh's  two — and  not  get  them 
mixed  up. 

I  wish  you  could  see  an  immense  monkey  that  came  and  sat  on  the  ve- 
randa one  "day  last  week.  We  shut  the  doors  and  windows,  for  fear  of  too 
much  familiarity.  He  seems  to  be  a  tame  one  who  lives  around  in  the  city. 
They  say  the  soldiers  shot  his  mate,  and  he  wanders  around  disconsolate, — 
never  seems  to  offer  to  hurt  any  one  ;  but  I  wouldn't  trust  him. 

The  strain  these  days  is  getting  to  be  terrible.  There  seems  to  be  some 
inexplicable  hitch  in  government  arrangements.  When  the  collector  went 
out  in  the  districts  a  week  ago  he  said  there  would  be  no  more  need  of  our 
helping  people  to  the  relief  works,  for  the  famine  code  was  now  in  operation, 
and  people  would  be  helped  in  their  village  on  starting  and  would  be  paid 
daily  on  the  works.  But  it  hasn't  been  so  ;  they  come  with  nothing,  and  are 
made  to  work  eight  days  before  they  are  paid  a  cent.    Since  Monday  they 
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have  been  turning  them  away  from  the  tank  works ;  tliey  say  they  have 
enough.  People  go  there  one  day  and  come  back  the  next,  saying  they  have 
had  nothing  to  eat  for  three  days.  We  can't  feed  a  hundred  people  daily, 
and  what  can  we  do.?  It  is  awful  to  say,  "  No  ;  we  can't  help  you,"  when 
we  ourselves  have  plenty  to  eat ;  but  what  can  we  do? 

Night  before  last  a  man  came  in  from  the  tank  works  about  four  miles  off. 
He  had  been  working  three  days  and  had  had  nothing  to  eat.  He  was  a 
high-caste  man,  and  Harry  said  to  him,  "  I'll  give  you  a  good  warm  meal 
right  now  if  you  will  eat  it." 

He  replied,  "O  Sahib,  don't  ask  me  to  do  that.    Oh  !  why  can't  I  die?" 

Harry  sent  him  over  to  one  of  Dr.  Hume's  servants,  who  is  a  high-caste 
man,  and  paid  for  his  dinner. 

One  of  our  Christian  boys  is  overseer  out  there,  and  he  says  the  people 
will  summon  all  their  strength  and  carry  one  or  two  loads  of  dirt,  and  then 
lie  down  till  they  can  get  up  a  few  moments.  This  is  during  the  first  week, 
when  they  are  not  getting  any  pay.  It  seems  an  awfully  hard  rule,  and  it 
isn't  the  rule  under  the  regular  famine  code,  but  on  test  works,  which  are 
merely  to  see  if  the  people  are  really  needy.  The  famine  code  provides  for 
daily  pay  and  help  in  going,  but  they  are  not  getting  it.  These  native 
officials  who  have  the  money  in  their  hands  say  they  haven't  enough  to  help 
so  many.  Then  they  will  report  that  the  money  hasn't  been  used,  and  that 
there  isn't  so  much  need  as  it  would  seem.  Harry  has  written  the  collector 
what  the  state  of  things  is,  and  we  are  waiting  to  hear. 


WOMAN'S  BOARD  OF  THE  INTERIOR. 
Mrs.  J.  B.  LEAKE,  Tkeasurer. 
Reckipts  from  April  10, 1900,  to  May  10, 1900. 


Colorado   234  75 

Illinois   775  44 

Indiana   173  51 

Iowa   427  55 

Kansas   51  35 

Michigan   352  05 

Minnesota   49  52 

Missouri   1,289  86 

Nebraska   121  51 

Ohio  .      .      .      . «    .      .      .      .  1,120  36 

South  Dakota   37  73 

Wisconsin   217  41 

Wyoming   25  00 

Massachusetts   100  oo 

Miscellaneous   22  06 

Receipts  for  the  month       .      .      .  4,998  10 

Previously  acknowledged    .      ,      .  24,321  C7 


Total  since  Oct.  20,  1899        .      .      .    $29,319  17 


ARMENIAN  RELIF.F  Fl'ND. 


Received  this  month     ....  3  00 

Already  forwarded       ....  10  00 

Total   $13  00 

INDIA  RELIEF  FUND. 

Received  this  month     ....  257  62 

Already  forwarded       ....  367  17 

Total   $624  79 

OEXTUUV  FUND. 

Received  this  month     ....  475  80 

Already  forwarded       ....  8o7  53 

Total   $1,283  33 

ADDITIONAL  DONATIONS  FOll  SPECIAL  OBJECTS. 

Received  this  month     ....  3u  00 

Already  forwarded       ....  686  03 

Total  Since  Oct.  20, 1899       .      .      .  $716  13 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Williams,  Ass't  Treas. 


